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MPSB INTO THB MST_ Hb Majesty King Hnssein 
m offidad ceremouy decades bade. To the Bag's right is Hb 


g Jordan celebrates Al Hussein’s 54th birthday 

§ King pledges continued dedication 


art* \ By a Jordan Times 
e's « ... .‘Staff Writer 

JfiUt .• - • -; 

liagK AMMAN — Eos Majesty Kmg 
us a Hussein said Tuesday he was 
taxh proud of bong a member of the 
xto* Jordanian family and pledged to 
le's i. dedicate his life in nootinned ser- 
r-1® vice of dfficcHintiy anditspeoi^e. 
“j* r hi atelepftone interviewwith 
*•. * Radio Jordan oil foeoccmtan of . 
W his 54th birthday, which was 
"W 1 widely celebrated in afl jpajts of 

a tire Kingdom wifofestivities, die 

King tfamfred flii! ' 

ly and wisheditevexy success. He 
® te said Jordan had cerebrated 
niortBK'^^cna^KcaskraA^few 
I 6D days ago ’ with 'die general dec- 
m® tkwK to parSamenL 
^ The King described, the elec- 
5 m tioo^s-“a feast since ihe people. 
ter * participated in laying thefounda* 

-Bhyito ' : : 

3 promises 
cabinet 
reshuffle 

ISLAM ABAD (R) — Prime 
g Minister Benazir Bhutto, seeking, 
a broad-based government, has 
JJ*. vowed to' reshuffle her huge. 
®r s cabinet after all her ministers apd 
advisers 7 resigned to aObw her a 
freehand. 

1 ® Bhutto received the redgna- 
“L tfcms at a cabmet meeting Mon- 
.day, 12 days after narrowly sur- - 
viving an_ opposition pariiamen- 
tary no-exmfidena; motion aimed - 
«f. toppling; her 11-mooth-old 

Mr tm’nonfy gw emmw tf 

SIk asked fte 22 ministers and. 
n®® 23tkpu£y ministers to stay on - 
0** tmtil the ieshuffiebut told the 
meeting die would i decide die 
future of .half a. dozen, advisers 
np®j Tuesday or Wednesday, govexn- 
ufl* ment sources said. " \ 

, TbeinflueiK* of iwn-dected 
advisers; on .die gov e r n menthas 
nfl£ been critkased both by opposition 
acv parties-and deputies of Bhutto’s 
PakistaiSPec^’S'Party (PPP). 

No dafe-for die reshuffle was 
W* given but political sources said it 
PJ wotilii’be , sopn became Bhmzo 
at; was fcgdLto create gmristeg from 
Dp I opposition deputies -vplfing to 
work.witfa bee. \ - 
^ The reshuffle would take'place 
at “an appropriate time,” the 
state-rantdLevKicm quoted Bbut^. 
to as feffiQgSqabinet 
• The Nov. j~qroos ft >on no-con- 
foienre .mbw jn the 237-seat 


dob stone far democratic life 
aimed at demonstrating Jordan’s 
positive image and turning It into 
a .model that we all seek to 
achieve.” 

. The King voiced hope dot 
Jordan’s image would continue to 
be bright, “based on fraternity, 
five, tolerance, awareness and 
resolve to press ahead with 
efforts to protectfoe future gen- 
erations and to safeguard the 
country’s achievements.” 

Among die festivities orga- 
nised in the country to mark the 
King's birthday were a children’s 
parade, which started from the 
SOS Children’s Village in Tareq 
and eoded at Amman’s Marriott— 
HoteL 

Minister . of Tourism Yanal 
HHbmm deputised for foe King in 
receiving the ch2dren. The para- 
de also marked the first 


anniv er sar y of the founding of toe 
SOS ChOdrcn’s Village. 

In Aqaba,.a skiing festival was 
held with the participation of 
several international stars. It was 
organised by the Jordan Skiing 
Federation. 

Several exhibitions were 
opened in varions parts of Jordan 
to mark the occasion of the 
King’s birthday. 

The King also received mes- 
sages of congratulations from 
-Arab and other world leaders 
wishing the Monarch continued 
good health and happiness and 
the Jordanian people further 
p r og res s and prosperity. 

Several Arab leaders, indutfing ■ 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
and North Yemeni President Ah 
Abdullah Saleh, telephoned the 
King to congratulate hun. 

Among the Arab leaders who 


Ateo sending congratulations 
were U.S. President George 
Bush, the Supreme Soviet, the 
Sultan of Brunei, the president of 
India and the president of die 
Philippines as well- as the crown 
prince of Qatar, the vice-presi- 
dent of the United Arab Emi- 
rates, and the commander of the 
Palestine Liberation Army sta- 
tioned in Jordan. 


Labour puts a brake on 
Likud in Histadrut 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Labour 
.Party retained its grip on the 
po werfu l Histadrut workers' fed- 
eration Tuesday, halting a 
seemingly inexorable advance by 
Prime Munster Yitzhak Shamir's 
Likud Party towards becoming 
Israel’s dominant political fence. 

After trailing T iVud in last 
year’s general election and losing 
marry urban bastions to the right- 
ists in local elections in February, 
Labour regained some pride by 
rebuffing Likud’s challenge to its 
absolute majority in the trade 
.unions. 

With all but a few votes counted 
from Monday’s Histadrut elec- 
, turns. Labour had 55 pet cent of 
the vote to Likud’s 27 per cent. 
The leftist opposition Mapara 
took nine pea: cent and left-wing 
or Arab parties shared the ns 
marnfng r nine per cent. 

The result weakened Shamir, 

; who had sought a vote of oonfi- 
dence in Ms tough stance on 


braefi-Pafestiman peace, talks, the 
independent newspaper Haaretz 
said. 

He will not be able to daim 
overwhelming public backing for 
his foot-dragging cm U.S. medlar 
tioo efforts when be meets Presi- 
dent George Bush and Secretary 
of State James Baker in Washing- 
ton Wednesday. 

“If the prime minister wanted 
to go to die United States streng- 
thened from the achievement of 
his party ahead of his difficult 
meeting with Bush, he foiled,” 
Haaretz said. 

“Not only did Likud foil in 
almost every goal it set itself, but 
Labom managed to turn the elec- 
tion rcsuft into a sweeping victory 
and a sign of recovery after a 
difficult crisis in the past two 
elections.” 

Although Likud’s poll was 
nearly five percentage points up 
on the 1985 Histadnit election, it 
came nowhere near its aims of 


winning mare than 30 per cent of 
the vote and breaking Labour’s 
monopoly. 

Labour leader Shimon Peres, 
the vice-premier, derided by 
many political analysts as a fai- 
lure, emerged temporarily streng- 
thened against critics de mand i ng 
his replacement by Yitzhak 
Rabin, the more hawkish defence 
minister. 

Labour parliamentarian Avra- 
ham Burg Ms party might 
pull out of the government and 
try to form a narrow alliance with 
religious parties if Shamir re- 
turned from Washington having 
blocked the prospect of peace 
talks with the Palestinians. 

But diplomats warned against 
over-rating the significance of the 
poll. They said they saw no 
alternative to a continuation of 
the uneasy Likud-led “national 
unity” government, although 
Labour might act more asser- 
tively. 


Democracy breaks out in 
German Communist Party 
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EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
Democracy is brealriim out in 
NEast Germany’s ruling Commun- 
i ist Paity, once among tee most 
rigkT of Marxist 'elites, as a grass- 
roots upheaval for change forces 
its leaders to risk their political 
fixtures. 

; Under widespread attack from 
the party rank-and-file, the Cen- 
tral Committee caved m Monday 
evening and agreed to hold an 
. emergency congress next month. 

“Krenz could be gone by 
_ Christmas,” a" Western diplomat 
said of Egon Kreoz, the unpopu- 
lar fimner security chief who took 
cser-as party leader last month. 

“We had hoped .Modrow 
would become party leader,” said 
Pastor Arndt HanbohTof Leip- 
zig's Nikolm<tach, cradle of the 
country's democracy movement. 
'.I. Diesdenefonner Hans Mod- 
row was 'tiected prime minister 
Monday tmd many see him as a 
possible challenger to Krenz. 

Agreeing- to an extraendmazy 
congress, scheduled for Dec. 1> 


17, was the latest in a flood of 
concessions the embattled lead- 
ership has made to its impatient 
people over the past week. 

The party unleashed East Ger- 
many’s rubber-stamp parliament 
Monday, letting critical speech 
gush out Hke water from a burst 


Free travel, promises of free 
elections, a reformist prime 
. minister, a lively legisLaaire, a 
freer press — the list of dreams 
becoming reality in the past week 
is breathtaking. 

But the peaceful protesters 
whore mammoth marches helped 
pnt.the party on the run love not 
let 19 their pressure for full 
democracy here. 

Up to 300,000 marched Mon- 
day evening in Leipzig, 100,000 
more in Dresden and another 
50,000 in Karl-Mark-Stadt. Tens 
of thousands more took to the 
streets in Schwerin, Magdeburg, 
Neubrandenburg, Cottbus ami 
Halle. 

“Open borders cannot be the 


only freedom,” they chanted in 
Leipzig, along with “Free elec- 
tions, true counts.” 

West Germany Tuesday 
offered financial aid to East Ger- 
many if tiie Communist gfe*** re- 
vamps its centralised economy, 
and West Berlin's mayor warned 
of economic problems caused by 
the newly opened borders. 

Also Tuesday, a newspaper 
quoted Monday as saying the 
Berlin Wall must remain standing 
to keep AIDS, crime and other 
Western problems out of his 
country. 

Modrow called for a coalition 
government but gave no indica- 
tion the opposition would be part 
in it 

A leader of East Germany’s 
biggest opposition group, New 
Forum, said the movement could 
work with a revamped Commun- 
ist Party but that naming Modrow 
premier was not enough- 

West German Economics 

(Ccatfanrd on page 3) 


Algeria urges Sahara talks 

• ’A TIARET, Algeria (R) — Algeria Tuesday direct talks between 
M orocco and foAfpeadenu J c rHnj i Pofisario gaanBas, saying recent 
Jj fighting in the Western Sahara made then ag the more foapera ti ve. Fwielga 
3!V!=tON \f Mtabter Sdahmad Ghoxai Sold reporters the recent sponge in itofisario 
atfarts 00 Moroccan troops li lgMfchtrif foe need to hnp t rmmt a UN. 
peace plan for foe 14-jear-old waffirt. “What is happ e nin g now can only 

comfort us to our belief in foe need to pure fob (UN. peace) process 

which mnst be accompanied by a (Bract dialogac between foe Morocc a ns 
and Sahraonis.” GbazaB was ar^ m i puiiy fa g foe Hu Hrw an d Algerian 
presidents 00 a visit to Ibis region 210 kBometres so uthwest of Algiers. 
Algeria it foe s t ron g est poBtkal backer of foe gdmfllas, who have broken a 
one-year hd fa fighting with three nn^or attacks In foe past month. Algeria 
halted ftect mlltoy aid after joining Morocco in a regkmal unity pact last 
year. Mohammad Abdul Aziz, president rfttePoBsario’sdlpieBMiticariP, 
“foe Arab Salmon! democratic repnbfic,” told Algiers radio Tuesday the 
attacks wtmld coottuse antfl Rabat showed wifingness to more towards a- 
pcaccftd sohuioa. 
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Price: Jordan 108 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saadi Arabia l.SOriyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Soldier killed, another wounded in Gaza ambush 


Palestinians, Israeli army 
brace for state anniversary 


Royal Highness PHnce Hassan, Bahfat TaBionni and Hubez Al Majafi 
(Arddves photo) 


sent messages of congratulations 
were Morocco's King Hassan n, 
Oman’s Sultan Qaboos Ibn Said, 
Egypt’s President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, Kuwait’s Emir Sheikh Jaber 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah, Qatar’s 
Emir Sheikh Khalifa Dm Hamad 
Al Thani, Bahrain’s Sheikh Isa 
Ibn Salman Al Khalifa and Un- 
ited Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zayed. Ibn • Sultan Al 
Nahayan. 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agencies) 
— Israeli troops blew up a bufid- 
ing, demolished a stone wall and 
set up an outpost flying the IsraeE 
flag Tuesday in a show of force al 
the site where an Israeli soldier 
was killed and another wounded 
in an ambush. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, touring the outskirts 
of Gaza City where an army jeep 
was ambushed Monday, said 
Palestinians diverting foe uprising 
in foe occupied territories were 
turning to guns to mark Wednes- 
day’s first anniversary of a 
Palestinian declaration of inde- 
pendence. 

He vowed that Israel would 
catch and punish foe Palestinians 
who shot dead one soldier and 
critically wounded a second. 
Arab residents who aided the 
ambush would also suffer, he aid. 

Muslim fundamentalists 
claimed responsibility for the 
ambush. 

Manweh Bakry, a 45-year-old 
Palestinian woman, died of chest 
wounds sustained in a Sept. 14 
dash in Nablus, becoming the 
614th Palestinian to die in the 
nearly two-year-old uprising. 

In the occupied territories, 
troops shot and wounded seven 


Shamir 


UIE. 

S in U.S. 


^WASHINGTON (Agencies) 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir began a 52-hour visit to 
the U.S. capital Tuesday in 
which; tensions over setting up 
Middle East peace talks could 
test foe U.S. alliance with Israel. 

His schedule included meetings 
in his hotel suite with leaders of 
various U.S. Jewish organisa- 
tions. Some of them have been 
urging Israel to be more concilia- 
tory. Others have tried to bolster 
Shamir's resolve not to make 
territorial and other concessions 
before negotiations arc held. 

Some 200 U.S. rabbis signed a 
letter circulated by the American 
Jewish Peace Lobby urging Sha- 
mir to accept tiie principle — 
before any negotiations — that 
Israel should relinquish land in 
return for peace with the Arabs. 

“Israel and its well-being are 
not only the concerns of tiie 
inhabitants of that country, but 
touch tire heart and religions feel- 
ing of every Jew in tiie world,” 
Rabbi Jerome Mahno of Connec- 
ticut said in a statement. “We 
should be prepared to take the 
risk for peace we are so often 
prepared to take for war.” 

The administration was slow in 
confirming that President George 
Bush would see Shamir, and foe 
atmosphere also was cool for a 
meeting and lunch with Secretary 
of State James Baker. 

Those sessions Wednesday 
could be critical in foe month- 
long drive by Baker to shape 
Shamir’s proposal for Palestinian 
elections in a way that is accept- 
able to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

The PLO has not accepted or 
rejected Baker’s plan. 

PLO approval through Egypt is 
considered a prerequisite for 
Israeli-Palestinian talks. And yet, 
attention remains riveted on 
Israel, which has bargained open- 
ly with Baker to try to fence out 
the PLO from meetings. 

Israeli officials, divided over 
hour to proceed, have aired their 
differences through a free-spi- 
rited and competitive media, 
while U.S. officials have made it ■ 
plain they do not intend to 
negotiate terms of the talks inde- 
finitely. 

Privately, some have sugg e sted 
that if the U.S. initiative Med 
the burden would be on Israel. 

The 74-year-old Israeli leader 
is on an 11 -day journey that will 
take him to. Gmdimati, Los 
Angeles, New York and then 
Europe before returning home. 

Before his departure, Shamir 
said he dSd not know if tiie Bush 
administration would respond 
positively to his requests for 
assurances. But he told Israeli 
television he would “insist on all 
the things we see as important 

(Cantoned on page 3) 


protesters in fresh clashes Mon- 
day night and Tuesday, Arab 
reports said. 

The violent upsurge game as 
Israel sent reinforcements into 
the occupied territories. 

The army dosed schools in the 
occupied Gaza Strip, carried out 
a series of arrest raids in foe West 
Bank and called up reinforce- 
ments to curb protests. 

Palestinian activists launched 
independence celebrations Tues- 
day, blaring nationalist music 
through loudspeakers in foe West 
Bank. Colour portraits of Pales- 
trae Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and his late deputy Khalil Al 
Wartr hung on walls outside 
homes and shops. 

In Gaza Strip refugee camps, 
children handed out flowers and 
balloons in the colours of the red, 
black, green and white Palesti- 
nian flag 

Motorists honked their horns 
rhythmically on Omar Al Mukh- 
tar Street, foe main commercial 
thoroughfare in Gaza City, as 
pedestrians broke into song and 
chanted: “We die so Palestine 
will live.” 

The army responded to Mon- 
day's ambush by sealing the fiaTa 


Strip where more than 750,000 
Pales tinians Jive. 

The soldier slain, Sarul Trech- 
tenboit, 42, a Soviet immig rant, 
was die first Israeli soldier killed 
by firearms in Gaza. He was foe 
41st Israeli to die during the 
uprising. 

Palestinians’ use .of firearms 
has been rare in the rebellion. 

In the attack, the guerrillas 
“hid by a gate, let foe jeep pass 
several metres and then fired 
from behind them,” using auto- 
matic weapons, kflling one sol- 
dier and critically wounding foe 
other, police said. 

Soldiers later tore down a 
house about 20 metres from foe 
gate. The army said the guerrillas 
are believed to have hidden in the 
budding while laying in wait for 
the soldiers. 

The soldiers were taken by 
surprise and never spotted foe 
assailants or returned fire, police 
said, adding that footprints in the 
area indicated two or three guer- 
rillas were involved. 

There have been seven pre- 
vious attacks with firearms on 
soldiers m Gaza but none suc- 
ceeded, radio reports said. Two 
other Israeli soldiers were shot 
dead in the West Bank since tiie 


start of foe uprising. 

Israel Radio said an anony- 
mous caller to foe Arafcdc-lan- 
guage department claimed re- 
sponsibility for foe attack in the 
name of Hamas, (Zeal), a fun- 
damentalist group. 

Hamas has also been blamed 
for the kidnappings and slayings 
of two other Israeli soldiers, who 
went mfcfiTng while hitchhiking 
from bases earlier this year. 

On the eve of the Pales tinian 
anniversary, in Bir Zeit, a West 
Bank town of 3,000 flags and 
pictures flew from lamp posts, 
telephone polls and even the top 
of a cross on the “Our Lady of 
Guadeloupe” Roman Catholic 
church. 

Activists in Bir Zeit said they 
plan to mark foe first anniversary 
of the Nov. 15 declaration in Algiers 
of an independent Palestinian state 
by reading the proclamation over 
a mosque loudspeaker and with a 
militar y-style march thro ugh the 
streets. 

Yousef, 26, an activist, who 
refused to give his last name, said 
women’s committees plan to 
dance the “dabka,” a traditional 
folk dance in the streets to mark 
tiie anniversary. 


Hoss in cabinet- making 
as Aoun rattles sabres 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non’s new Prime Minister Salim 
Hbss plunged into consultations 
with former premiers of divided 
Lebanon Ttasday in an effort to 
seek support to bring warring 
factions into a government of 
national unity. 

Hoss, appointed prime minis- 
ter Monday, met fellow Sunni 
Muslims Rashid Solh and Amin 
Al Hafez, both heads of govern- 
ment in foe 1970s. Solh headed a 
cabinet at foe beginning of the 
civil war which has split the conn- 
try since 1975. 

Rocket-propelled grenades ex- 
ploded overnight on the green 
line dividing mainly Muslim west 
Beirut from foe Christian east, 
security sources said. No casual- 
ties were reported. 

As Hoss started foe consulta- 
tions, defiant army general 
Michel Aoun warned Christian 
leaders against cooperation with 
tiie Muslim politicians. 

“Those who take part in the 
Hoss’ cabinet better stay in Hoss 
land,” the independent newspap- 
er Al Nahar quoted Aoun as 
saying. 

Aoun, 54, a Maronite, controls 
most of the 800-square- 


kilometre Christian enclave 
northeast of Beirut. 

Also Tuesday four Maronite 
parliament deputies held a meet- 
ing in the northern Batroun pro- 
vince, outside the alea of control 
of Aoun’s 20,000 troops, to de- 
cade whether to take part in tiie 
new government. 

The four included Falangist 
leader George Saadeh, the- main 
Christian negotiator in 23 days of 
parliamentary deliberations at 
Taif, Saudi Arabia, last month 
which produced a peace pact to 
end the rivfl war. 

Fearing Aoun’s wrath, most 
Christian legislators who took 
part in the Taif talks have not 
returned to the Christian enclave. 

Parliament deputies, avoiding 
a threat by Aoun to shell them, 
met at an airbase in north Leba- 
non Nov. 4, ratified foe Taif 
accord and elected Rene Muawad 
president. 

Muawad, 64, also a Maronite, 
named Hoss Monday to form a 
national reconciliation govern- 
ment representing all the warring 
factions in Lebanon with the 
objective of ending the civil 
strife. 

Hoss met Solh and Hafez in 


west Beirut to seek support for his 

anminitffaHnn 

Parliamentary sources said 
Hoss migh t later meet Druze 
militia leader Walid Junblatt and 
Nabih Bern, bead of the Shi’he 
Amal militia, before forming a 
cabinet The sources said foe 
cabinet could be announced by 
the end of this week. 

Junblatt’s Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP) criticised the choice 
of Hoss, whom it regards as too 
moderate. 

“The party sees in the appoint- 
ment of Prune Minister Hoss a 
continuation of (his) old line 
hindering military confrontation 
with the isolationist fences," said 
a PSP statement referring to 
Aoun and other Christian hard- 
liners. 

The PSP said it wanted major 
portfolios in any cabmet it joined. 

The conservative newspaper Al 
Diyar said Christian representa- 
tives were not likely to take part 
in Hoss’ cabinet if Aoun’s opposi- 
tion was not settled. 

The “question of Christian par- 
ticipation is the main problem 
facing Hoss,” the paper said. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Rebels capture strategic 
position west of Kabul 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — Anti-Communist 
rebels have captured an important stronghold in 
mountains west of the Afghan capital and repulsed a 
counter-attack by the Soviet-backed government to 
\/ retake it, sources reported Tuesday. 

A guerrilla news agency said 
tfae rebels, called Mujahedeen, 
killed 37 soldiers who tried to 
dislodge them late last week. 

Western diplomats, speaking in 
Islamab ad on condition of anony- 
mity, said the U.S.-backed insur- 
gents are holding a key position 
at Pajak, 30 kilometres west of 
the besieged capital - 
- “It illustrates that the Mujahe- 
deen are steadily chipping away 
at Kabul’s security perimeter,” 
said one diplomatic source. 

Analysts said the Mnjahedeen 
conquest links rebel forces west 
and north of the city, and robs the 
government of an important 
observation post for directing 
artillery and rocket fire. 

“There axe now no significant 
regime positions on tfae west side 
of Kabul beyond the regime 
base... on the westers edge of 
Kabul itself,” said the diplomatic 
source. 


“Midia, a news agency of seven 
Mujahedeen groups based io 
Pakistan, said 37 soldiers were 
killed and three army vehicles 
were destroyed in one govern- 
ment counter-strike. 

Diplomatic sources said they 
also had reports of heavy losses to 
army troops but could not esti- 
mate figures. 

Meantime, they said, govern- 
ment forces have succeeded in 
two key supply routes 
Kabul and the eastern 
city of Jalalabad. 

However, Mujahedeen have 
Continued small unit artarlrc on 
the Salang Highway linking the 
capital with the Soviet bonier, 
delaying the movement of hun- 
dreds of supply vehicles that were 
backlogged when rebels sealed 
the road for two weeks in late 
October. 

The insurgents are fighting to 
topple die Kabul government and 


establish an Islamic Republic. 

The ruling People’s Democra- 
tic Party of Afghanistan seized 
power in a 1978 military coup, 
sparking die rebellion. Soviet 
troops intervened in. December 
1979 to replace one pro-Moscow 
government with another, then 
fought the rebels to a stalemate 
before a phased withdrawal that 
was completed last February. 

Afghanistan's major rjffry re- 
main in government hands but 
under rebel attack. The Mujabe- 
deen control nearly aO of the 


has continued to arm 
Kabul through a massive military 
airlift 

Rockets slam daily into Kabul, 
killing hundreds of people since 
May when this year’s fi ghting 
season began in earnest. 

However, fighting is expected 
to die down in coming weeks as 
winter snow blocks mountain pas- 
ses and restricts guerrilla move- 
ment. 

Mujahedeen have refused to 
talk peace with Communist offi- 
cials, who they view as traitors 
for inviting the Soviet interven- 
tion. 


Tunisian Islamic leader says 
security stepped up surveillance 


TUNIS (R) — An Islamic leader 
said Tuesday that Tunisia’s secur- 
ity forces had stepped op surveill- 
ance on him in the week since tne 
go v er nm ent ruled out legalising a 
party based on religion. 

Hamadi Jebali, one of the lead- 
ing handful of Islamic activists in 
Tunisia, said op to five security 
agents at a time had been follow- 
ing him since last Wednesday. 

“Everyone who comes to my 
house has to show his papers to 
die man at the door and whenev- 
er I go out there's a car behind 
with three men, one with a wal- 
kie-talkie,” he told Renters. 

“I protest against this violation 


of the most basic human right. 
It’s a form of intimidation and it’s 
very irritating, this interference in 
my private life.” 

Other sources in the Nahdha 
(Renaissance) Movement, the 
Islamic group refused recognition 
as a political party last June, said 
the security forces were also 
dosely watching at least four 
other Islamic leaden in Tunis. 

An Interior Ministry official 
denied that Jebali and die others 
were under surveillance. 

Independent eyewitnesses said 
a civilian car with three men 
inside was following Jebali Tues- 
day morning. 


Iran to hold parliamentary 
by-elections in December 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Par- 
liamentary by-elections will be 
held in Iran next month in six 
provinces, Tehran Radio said 
Tuesday. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, said that elections will be 
held Dec. IS in the towns of 
Tehran, Karaj, Kashan, Kerman, 


Kordkuy, Torkaman, Kohdashi 
and Dore-Che^im to elect repre- 
sentatives for ax constituencies to 
die 270-seat parliament. 

The Majlis, or parliament, is 
currently dominated by radicals 
who oppose the liberal policies of 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
who was elected in June. 


Jebali was condemned to death 
under former President Habib 
Bourgmba in 1967 on a charge of 
plotting to overthrow the govern- 
ment. He was released and later 
amnestied after President Zine 
A1 Abidine Ibn Ali took power in 
November 1987. 

Ibn Ali said in a speech on 
Nov. 7, the second anniversary of 
his presidency, that there was no 
place for an Mamie party because 
religion and politics should not 
mix. 

Jebali said the Tunisian consu- 
late in Paris had refused to renew 
the passport of Nahdha Move- 
ment leader Rached Ghan- 
nonchi, who has been travelling 
in self-imposed exile since May. 

Unless Ghannoudn’s passport 
is renewed before it expires Dec. 
9, he will have to choose between 
returning to Tunisia or taking the 
sensitive step of seeking political 
asylum, probably in France. 

Jebali said the security forces 
broke into the office of an Islamic 
Students Union at the University 
campus in Tunis at the weekend 
and detained two students. 

The Interior Ministry official 
denied anyone had been arrested. 


Berlin Turks worry about future 


BERLIN (AP) — The opening of 
die Berlin Wall showered cash on 
Tmirish merchants down the road 
from Checkpoint Charlie, but 
West Beilin’s largest minority 
community still feels enclosed by 
discrimination. 

“The newsstands, the veget- 
able shops, the electronics stores 
bad the business of a lifetime this 
weekend,” said Mehmet Elm as- 
gunes, an officer at Bamukbank 
in the predominantly Turkish 
Kreuzberg District. 

It was an unexpected payoff, 
he said, for people who years ago 
moved into a rundown neigh- 
bourhood. 

Behind the wall, however, is a 
potential flood of competition for 
the low-paid jobs once reserved 
for immigrants. There may be 
even more demand for scarce 
boosing, an issue already tumd 
against foreigners by right-wing 
extremists. 

On the Turkish side, there is 
frustration about being barred 
from the civil service and the 
legal profession, about the diffi- 
culty in becoming German 
citizens and red tape that keeps 
families separated. 

“We have begun with taking 
down the worst wall, the biggest 


wall, and we want to work with 
the German people to take down 
these other wails,” said Husnu 
Ozankii, chairman of the Turkish 
Community Organisation 

“The Turkish people have 
been here 25 years, 35 years now 
and we consider ourselves part of 
this society. " 

Of the 755,000 workers in West 
Berlin, according to government 
statistics, 47,000 are Turks, most- 
ly employed in factories or low- 
paid service jobs. Yugoslavs, who 
hold 15,000 jobs, are the next 
largest immigrant group. 

These “guest workers” were 
welcomed in the 1960s, but since 
1973 immigration has been res- 
tricted to spouses or chQdren of 
workers already here. 

“If I married a woman in Tur- 
key today, she could not come for 
at least a year,” Ozkanli said. 
‘There are so many application 
procedures that are just harass- 
ment." 

In local elections in January, 
the right-wing Republican Party 
blamed immigrants for Berlin's 
ills. One poster accused Turks of 
taking apartments needed by 
Germans. The party’s share of 
the vote, though only 7.5 per 
cent, was a green light for 


bigotry. 

“Careful, stinking Turkish 
pack get out of Germany, you 
pigs,” said one note Ozkanli re- 
ceived after the election. 

Alaaddin Ozmert, a Turkish 
attache in Berlin who deals with 
employment and benefit issues, 
contended that Turkish workers 
have little to fear from tfae open- 
ing of the wall. 

“The Turkish workers living 
here are Qualified, skilled work- 
ers, and they are... acclimatised 
to tire life here and to die mar- 
ket,” said Ozmeit- 

“The refugees from the East 
Bloc countries are not yet famil- 
iar with Western technology. 
They would have to be re-edu- 
cated to have a chance in the job 
market.” 

At Bamukbank, Hlmasgnnes 
said he believed most East Ber- 
liners would be content to visit 
and would not settle permanently 
in West Germany. 

On Monday, there was hardly 
room to squirm among shoppers 
at Ocak Import. A derk said at 
least 2.000 radio-cassette players 
were sold over the weekend, and 
the store hired a truck Monday to 
go to West Germany to r epl en i sh 
stocks. 


Sudan determined to pursue peace 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN— The military lead- 
ership currently in power in 
Sudan wifi continue its en- 
deavours to reach a peaceful 
solution to the six-year-old 
civil war but will not accept any 
settlement which would allow 
for tire division of the country 
“nor will it give up a single inch 
of Sudan regardless of The col- 
laboration against us,” 
Sudanese envoy Colonel 
Mo hammad AI Amin Khalifa , 
member of the Revolutionary 
and National Salvation Com- 
mand Conncfl of Sudan t ol d 
reporters Tuesday. 

At a press conference held at 
the ena of a two-day visit to 
Jordan, Khalifa stressed 
Sudan’s conviction that Israel 
hare a h«wd in the escalation of 
conflict between the south and 
north of Sudan and “was 
directly involved in the attack 
on the border town of Knrmnlr 
last month.” 

“We have evidence... we 
have eyewitness reports, we 
have written affaaavits by 
Sudanese citizens as well as 
security evidence we gathered 
is Ethiopia,” Khalifa raid , 

He added that the most dear 
evidence so far was Ethiopia’s 
decision to restore diplomatic 
ties with Israel “three days 
after the town of Kunnuk fell” 
to the rebel Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA.). 

Ethiopia restored diplomatic 
ties with Israel Nov. 3, 1989 
after a break of 16 years. 
Ethiopia, along with 27 other 
African countries, severed ties 
with Israel following tfae 1973 
Middle East war. 

Khalifa’s visit to Jordan 
cranes as part of a comprehen- 
sive [dan of the Revolutionary 
Command in Sudan “to ac- 
quaint leaders of the Arab, 
African, Islamic and the West- 
ern and Eastern world of our 
plans to pursue a peaceful set- 
tlement to end the bloodshed 
in Sudan,” the colonel said. 


“This is a media move to 
present dbx problem to the 
world and' give a dear picture 
file situation in our country,” 
Khalifa said in answer to a 
question on the kind of support 
Sudan expects from world 
leaders visted by Sudanese en- 
voys daring the past month. 

“We only expect media sop- 
port,” he said. 

Khalifa said that the 
Sudanese civil war “is not a 
war between die north and the 
south, nor is it between Arabs 
and Africans, Christians and 
Muslims... It is a war that has 
adopted an ideology.” 

“If it was a war between the 
north and the south then why 
did three million Sudanese, 
move from the smith to the 
north rather than move to 
neighbouring countries?” Kha- 
lifa asked. 

He added that if it was a war 
between Muslims and Christ- 
ians then “Why are the rebels 
being trained in Cuba, Nicar- 
agua, East Germany and 
Ethiopia? Why aren’t they 
being trained in the Vatican or 
even West Germany?” 

He blamed what be de- 
scribed as “evil powers” for 
die “des tru ct i ve plans and pofi- 
des” against Sudan, which, he 
said, “a rich in its people, and 
in its agricultural and animal 
resources as well as yet unear- 
thed mineral resources.” 

He mfltnhrinwi (font the Re- 
volution Command of Sudan, 
which mbhwwI power after 
toppling die civilian govern- 
ment of Sadeq AI Mahdi in 
June 1988, “has asked all inter- 
national relief agencies to ex- 
tend its aid to our people in the 
south,” as part of a three-part 
comprehensive plan to 
back peace to the c ountry 
rebuild its strength. 

Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan AI Bashir, who led the 
coup, has extended on a 
month-by-month basis a de 
facto ceasefire in effect since 
April. 

SPLA, led by array Colonel 
John Garang, iS de manding 


greater autonomy and econo- 
mic rcfoniB to: improve die 
south which is predoorinantiy 
populated by Christian and 
amorist Sudanese. 

' A national c on fe /e ncc held 
in Khartoum last month, in 
which 106 representatives, of 
the Sudanese people partici- 
pated, dolt with the grie- 
vances of the people from die 
different parts of the country 
and preseated viable solutions 
to the war, inducting political 
dimensions.” 

“We have decided on a fed- 
eration-type go vernme nt under 
which separate state wifi be 
created each with its own consti- 
tutional establishments,” Kha- 
lifa said. The primary benefit 
of this solution is that it rivals 
realistically with “how wifi 
Sudan be ruled rather than 
who will rule Sudan,” accord- 
ing to the colonel. 

lie said float this federation 
“wifi have a dear; Sudanese 
fingerprint and is the safest and 
most successful way to deal 
with all political grievances.” 

“Chances wifi be given to 
die. Sudanese people, regard- 
less of their sect, refigjon or 
ideologies, to share in die rule 
of Sudan,” die envoy raid, * 

He added that this solution 
“is a democratic solution out of 
which everyone will be able to 
express himseff and his ideolo- 
gies.” 

Tire leader of Sudan, accord- 
ing to Khalfa, will be directly 
elected by the people. 

The find round of peace 
talks between the SPLA and 
the Revolution Command 
were held in Addis Ababa two 
months ago, but no progress 
was made. Hans for a second 
round of taiVg Hik mnnth were ■ 
dropped after the government 
reported last week that dm 
rebels had attacked and cap- 
tured Kunnuk. When asked if 
the talks between the Revolu- 
tion Command and the rebels 
will continue. Khalifa said 
“they w3L.. very son,” but be 
declined from setting a definite 
date for the talks. 


Chad smashes 2nd rebel base In Sudan 


PARIS (R) — Chad said 1 Tuesday 
its forces had smashed a second 
pro-Libyan guerrilla base deep 
inside Sudan. 

“The Chadian National Army 
(FANT), which carried oat a 
ptimate counter-attack against 
bya’s Islamic Legion forces on 
the Chad-Sndan border, has just 
inflicted another severe Wow to 
the enemy,” said a rhaH militar y 
communique, issued by the coun- 
try’s embassy in Paris. 

“During a dean-op operation 
on Nov. 13, a second base of the 
Islamic Legion at Inosoro was 
completely destroyed,” it said. 


The embassy said Inosoro is 
360 kilometres inside Sudan’s 
Darfur region, which borders 
Chad. 

Chad has said it killed 600 
enemy troops in a 12-hour httfe 
when it destroyed the first camp, 
also in Darfur, two weeks ago. 

The statement said the Chad 
army killed 235 members of the 
Legion and captured 62. Chad 
says die Legion is a multi-nation- 
al force of impoverished African 
immigrants press-ganged in 
Libya. 

“With the destruction of tins 


logistic base of tfae Islamic Le- 
gion... FANT has completely put 
out of action the mercenary band 
in the service of Libya,” the 
statement added. 

Otari and Libya signed a peace 
accord in Algiers on Aug. 30 to 
end years of fighting over the 
disputed Aouzon Strip on their 
desert border. 

But Chad’s ambassador in 
France, AJIam Mi Ahmad, said 
Monday he believed Tripoli was 
more interested in releasing Li- 
byan war pri son er s in Chad than 
in resolving tfae border dispute. 


U.S. considers sending envoy 
to present credentials to Muawad 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States is considering sending 
its ambassador to Lebanon back 
on a flying visit to present his 
credentials to the co untry’ s new 
president, administration officials 
have said. 

U.S. Ambassador John 
McCarthy and his staff left 
Beirut in early September after 
anti-U.S. demonstrations outside 
his embassy raised fears for their 
security. 

The o ffi cials said they were 
examining whether h was posa- 
ble for McCarthy to return in a 
move intended to bolster tfae au- 
thority of Rene Muawad, elected 
president of Lebanon by its par- 
liament last week. 

But they declined to speak 
about a possible date for security 
reasons. 

The United States has enthur- 
aastically backed the agreement 
reached after protracted negotia- 


tions in Taif, Saudi Arabia, to 
redraw the political map of Leba- 
non in an effort to end 14 years of 
civil war there. 

State Department Spokesman 
Richard Boucher applauded the 
latest move in the reconciliation 
process, the appointment of Sun- 
ni Muslim Sehm Hoss as prime 
minister Monday. 

“We welcome the selection of 
Dr. Hoss as prime minister of 
Lebanon. We look forward to 
working with his government 
once it s formed,” Boucher said. 

Asked whether the U.S. 
embassy would now return to the 
city, Boucher said: 

“I don’t have a full analysis of 
the security situation. We’ve al- 
ways said that the withdrawal was 
temporary. We would go back 
when we felt it (the embassy) 
could be working in safe and 
effective conditions.” 


McCarthy never presented his 
credentials to any Lebanese head 
erf state because the position was 
effectively vacant after the pre- 
vious president, Amin Gemayel, 
finished his term of office earner 
this year. . 

Lebanese Christian leader 
Michel Aoun, who declared him- 
self Gemayel’s successor and 
launched a military campaign to 
drive Syrian troops out of Leba- 
non, demanded that McCarthy 
present credentials to him. 

The United States refused to 
do this. 

The withdrawal of U.S. diplo- 
mats came after supp or ters of 
Aoun d e mo n strated outside the 
east Beirut embassy. 

Embassy personnel had pre- 
viously been maKk to visit main- 
ly MrsEm west Beirut because of 
persistent shelling and fears for 
their security. 


NODDLE EAST 


Jordanian held in trafftcidng scheme 

JACKSON, Mississippi (AP) — - A J ordanian m a n charged with 
connterfeitingand money laundering .after Ks arrest, in early 
October on a routine traffic -stop faces;a-new set of federal 
charges, the U^. customs-service has said. Mohammad AI Asad, 
35, of Houston was charged with six counts of trafficking in 
mitntfyfrit labels and one count of infringement of a copyrigbtin 
connection wjSh the seizure of recording equipment in a Houston 
factory in late October, officials said. Afte r fas a rrest earlier in 
October, AI Asad was charged with counterfeiting and money 
lamwWng a police officer who pulled the Jordanian’s car over 
to the side of the road during a routine stop <m Oct. 7 found 
$31,616 in cash and 864 coun te rfeit audio cas sette tapes in AI 
Asad’s vehicle cm Interstate 10 in Hiamson County. T he tap es 
featured country-western, pop and rock mnsieby such artists as 
Michael Jackson. AI Asad was released on a 525,000 bond Oct. 
13. Police said he returned to Houston, where he was placed 
under gn r v efltonOE; On Oct. 24, be was followed to a Houston 
.factor y w here authorities seized tire counterfeit products, customs 
officials Recording industry experts estimate the value of the 
t merchandise and e qui pm e nt at between $4 million and $6 

milK nm: 

U.N. envoy returns td Iran 

BAGHDAD (R) — U Jf: envoy Jan Efiasson, hoping to revive 
stalled Gulf peace talks with shuttle diplomacy, left for Iran 
Tuesday after- meeting Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz, Iraqi INA 
News Agency raid. Diplomats sa& Efiaston would discuss U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 598, the basis of a ceasefire declared 
m August last year, with Izamah leaders and then return for his 
fourth visit to Baghdad since Ms shuttle began last week. The 
ceasefire and deployment of UJ^. ' observers along the 1,200- 
kSometre border are tire only elements of the resolution in force. 
Mane than 100,000 prisoners of war are still held 15 months after 
the eight-year conflict ended. Iran insists that Iraqi troops should 
at once leave Iranian territory winch it says they occupy, white 
Baghdad says priority urast be given todearmg war debris from 
the Shaft AI Arab toider waterway, its main outlet to the sea. 

Bomb hits pally office In Istanbul 

ISTANBUL (R) — A bomb damaged the office of the ruling 
Motherland Pferty headquarters in Istanbul Tuesday. “There was 
a huge bang and a lot or smoke but nobody was hurt," a secretary 
at the centre-right party’s office said. No group has said it was 
responsible but saniTar attacks in the past have been claimed by 
banned left-wing groups. A secontf bomb exploded near a police 
s t a tion in Sefaremini quarter overnight, e arn ing damage fart no 
injuries, police sources said' Over 20 bombs jesagnecT to make 
very loud bangs bat causing Ettie damage exploded at banks and 
businesses last Thursday night after the inauguration of President 
Turgot Ozal, the former premier and Motherland Party founder. 

Turkish Journalist shot 

ISTANBUL (R) — A Turkish restaurant owner, quoted as saying 
that “all journalists should be shot,” was arrested in connection 
with die shooting of a journalist in Istanbul Tuesday. The victim , 
Kamil Basaran, head of breaking news reports tor the popular 
Gazete newspaper, had written an editorial- condemning Halil 
Mbtgnl for Ms reported remade. Police arrested Morgul after the 
shootmg nearthe Gazete’s offices. Basaran, the third member of 
the Gazete's staff to be shot tins month , was badly wounded, the 
newspaper said Morgul had made his c omm ent to reporters 
accompanying a city team which wanted to inspect Ms restaurant 
under the Galala Bridge over the mouth of Istanbul’s Golden 
Horn sea inlet,, the semi-official Anatolian News Agency said 
Police are still toaridhmg for a Kun&h dan leader alleged to have 
Shot dead a Gazete reporter and wounded a photographer on 
Nov. -7 after the Gazete claimed a popular ringer bz 3 spiked Ms 
drink and forced Mm to have sex with her. 

Iran rounds up drug traffickers 

NICOSIA (AP) — Islamic revolutionary extrem i st s rounded up 
3,358 suspected drug traffickers or -addicts in the previous 48 
hours, Iran’s state-run news agency reported Tuesday. The 
suspects, along with large quantities of various drugs, were seized 
and h an d ed over to the authorities by members of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Koftutehs, the Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported. In a dispatdi monitored m Cyprus, the agency 
said according to a new law “any addict who fails to give up Ms 
dirty habit will he jailed or sent to a labour camp.” The latest 
arrests were part of a wave of arrests of drug traffickers mid 
addicts this year. More than 800 alleged traffickers have been 
executed since fast December, 

Poland seeks diplomatic ties with GCC 

ABU DHABI (R) — Poland seeks to have diplomatic relations 
with all member states of tfae Guff .Cooperation Council (GCC), a 
Polish official was quoted Tuesday as saying. “We are making 
contacts with the GCC states toestabHsh ties, the absence of 
which is abnormal,” Kizysztov Pfommski, a director at Polish 
Foreign Ministry, told ALIttihad newspaper, based in Abu Dhabi 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Poland has diplomatic 
relation with three of the six GCC states — Kuwait, Qatar, and 
the UAE — but has yet to establish relations with the others — 
Bahrain, Oman and Saudi Arabia. 
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Nammar explains 
ACC raison d’etre 


AMMAN (Petra) “ Arab Coop- 
eration Council (ACC) Secret- 
ary-General H3nn Nammar mid 
Monday that the establishment of 
the ACC was prompted by poli- 
tical, security and economic con- 
siderations. 

In a. lecture he defivered at die. 
Business and Professional 
Women Qub, Nsnmar said foe 
three consjderations were inter- 
related and, as such, cannot be 
separated from each other. ’ 

He mM security and 

stability “are^a p re requi site, for 
achievmgiiatiboal economic de~ 
vcfopmerrt.” 1 However, he "said, 
“edmomic cooperation mid coor- 
dination cannot be achieved with- 
out political will, wich hinges on 
the unification of political 
stands.” . . 

Nammar died different politic- 
al relations as reasons for the 
friureof all efforts made in the 
past to achieve Arab unity. 


Nammar pointed out that the 
ACC was created following “the 
crystallisation of the political win, 
which was reflected in the dose 
relations that linked the leaders 
of the four ACC countries.” 

Nammar said the ACC’s 
formation was also prompted by 
economic circumstances, in the 
four countries; Jordan, Iraq, 
Egypt and North Yemen. 

These rircmnstances. include 
population density, manpower, 
gross national - product, arable 
land, technical expertise, mineral 
' resources and petrol in addition 
to die common historical and 
economic interests which the 
ACC member states share, he 
said. 

Nammar said die success of foe 
council in achieving its objectives 
depends on the political mil and 
the support of the social forces in 
member countries/ as well as 
their economic weight. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


HEALTH OFFICIAL HONOURED: His Majesty King Hussein 
has conferred upon foe former secretary-general of foe Ministry erf 
Health, Anwar Bilbeisi, Jordan’s Renaissance Medal of foe Second 
Order in appreciation of his efforts in developing foe health sector. 
The medal was presented to Bilbeisi by Health and Social 
Development Munster Malhas. 

5WEDEN HONOURS JORDANIAN: The director-general of 
foe Pbre sts and Soil Conservation Department at the Agriculture 
Ministry, Gbateb Abu Urabi, has received the Swedish Polar Star 
medal of foe Commander order, which was conferred upon him tty 
King Carl Gustav of Sweden in appreciation erf his effort * in 
protecting the enviro n ment. 

DEMOGRAPHIC MEETING: Directors of Demographic re- 
scai tfa and stwfies centres in foe Aral? World Tuesday met mTtaris 
to foscuss issues per taining to developing human resources, 
exchange o£ expertise in the area of housing and forging inter-Arab 
coordmatioa in foe area of formulating demographic policies. 
PaAticip aots will also discuss steps to set up a demographic 
information network; and foe five-year plan of the Demographic 
Research and Studies Centre. The meeting is organised by foe 
Arab League’s General Secretariat in cooperation with foe United 
Nations Fund for Population Activities. (Petra) 

ARAB . SCOUTING COMMITTEE: The seven-member Arab 
Scorning Committee Tuesday held its 71st session in Amman to 
tiscus^the Arab Scouts Conference's Secretariat report on its 
actfvHics datmg the last six months and arrangements for bolding 
flfe IMr Arab Scouts Conference in Amman in 1990. The 
ontenihne was also to discuss amendments proposed to foe Arab 
Sof^ng^timuuaee’s statute and will endorse minutes of foe 90th 


rattan. The co mmitte e groups representatives from Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Libya, Tuitisiiy Kuwait, united Arab Emirates and Egypt. 
Cretin) ' > X 






Charter on education 
stresses new vision, 
programme of action 


Shamir 
in U.S. 




Majesty King Hussein flankrri by several members of the royal family 
y dearies ago. He is (Archives photo) 


Hoss holds consultations 


(Continued from page 1) 

and necessary, and I don’t im- 
agine foe U.S. leadership would 
reject our proposals.” 

Under the proposal, talks be- 
tween Israel and Palestinians 
would be followed by Baker 
meeting in Washington with fore- 
ign ministers Moshe Arens of 
Israel and Esmat Abdul Meguid 
of Egypt. Afterwards, elections 
would be held among the 1.7 
million Palestinians on the occu- 
pied West Bank and in Gaza. 

In Cairo, Abdul Meguid sum- 
moned his experts on Israel Tues- 
day to assess the Jewish state's 
position. 

Abdul Magtrid, who has been 
in close contact with Washington 
and the FLO in the past few 
weeks, discussed with Egypt’s 
Ambassador to Israel Salah Bas- 
snoni the outcome of the diplo- 
mat’s talks with Israeli officials. 

He later met Mohammad A1 
Azzazi, head of the Foreign 
Ministry's Israel department 
Arens, in a letter circulated at 
the UN. Monday, asked the 
U.N. Secretary General to sup- 
port Israel’s election initiative. 

Arens said foe Israeli cabinet 
had decided to accept the propos- 
al advanced by Baker, on the 
assumption , Washington would 
provide assurances to meet 
Israel’s concerns. " 

*T now hope to obtain your 
support for what could prove to 
be an important breakthrough in 
the quest for peace,” Arens told 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 


(Continued Oram page 1) 

It said Arab League envoy 
I<akhdar Ibrahimi would try to 
convince Samir Geagea, leader of 
tiie right-wing Lebanese Forces 
militia alliance, to accept parti- 
cipation in Hoss* cabinet. 

However, the independent dai- 
ly A1 Nahar said the Christian 
militia has decided not to take 
part in any government pending a 
solution to foe current deadlock. 

Lebanese Forces -spokesman 
withheld comment on foe re- 
ports. 

Aoun has rejected foe Taif 
accord because it did not include 
a clear timetable for the with- 
drawal of Syria’s 40,000 troops 


from Lebanon. 

In a sign that Aoun is becoming 
internationally isolated, 32 Arab 1 
and Western diplo mats Monday 
paid respects to Muawad. 

They in d uded a representative 
of Iraq, which has sent arms to 
Aoun’s 15,000 troops. 

U.S. administration offi ciate 
said Washington was considering 
sending its ambassador to Beirut, 
John McCarthy, back on a brief 
visit to present his credentials to 
Mnawad. 

The United States polled hs 
staff out of east Beirut in 
September, saying anti-U.S. de- 
monstration by supporters of 
Aoun raised fears for their safety. 


Democracy in East Germany 


(Continued from page 1) 

Minister Helmut Haussmann 
announced foe proposed aid 
package Tuesday. He did not 
name a figure and said the plan 
would be useless if East Germany 
did not carry out a “thorough 
change” of its troubled centrally’ 
planned economy. 

Hie minister said the aid plan 
being offered by Bonn would 
include major investments in East 
Germany and joint ventures, as 
well as revamping East Ger- 
many’s outdated communications 
and transport' system. 

The mass-circulation Bfid 
newspaper Tuesday quoted 
Krenz as saying his scheduled 
talks in December with West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
would be on the bass of two 
sovereign states. 


In Warsaw, Kohl said Tuesday 
the melting of borders with East 
Germany would not threaten 
West European union in 1992, 
stressing German reunification 
required foe consent of neigh- 
bours. 

Czech move 

Czech Premier Ladislav 
Adamec said Tuesday that 
Czechoslovak citizens would no 
longer need exit permits to travel 
to Western countries and Yugos- 
lavia. 

* :He did not say when the new 
regulations would trice effect. 

In an address to the Czechoslo- 
vak federal assembly, Adamec 
said his government regards 
“tourism as the citizens’ impor- 
tant right to get to know the 
world, gain experience and estab- 
lish personal contacts.” 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Arab regional 
consultation conference on 
education started its working ses- 
sions here Tuesday and discussed 
a World Charter on “Educa tion 
for All” and the framework for 
action to meet basic learning 
needs, that are expected to be 
endorsed at a 1990 world confer- 
ence to be held in Thailand. 

The conference began with 
routine procedural decisions with 
the selection of Iordan's minister 
of education, A drian Badran, as 
president of foe conference. 
Other Arab education ministers 
were chosen as his deputies and 
foe secretary-general of the Eco- 
nomic and Social Committee for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber, was chosen 
as the conference's rapporteur. 

The main objectives of foe 
conference are to highlight the 
importance of basic education, to 
provide a platform for foe ex- 
change of expertise, research 
conclusions and to reach a con- 
sensus on a working framework, 
according to the executive secret- 
ary of the Higher Joint Commit- 
tee for foe world conference, 
Wadi’e Hadad. 

The importance of these deli- 
berations is “the feet that 75 
million youngsters are illiterate, 
and out of 200 millio n adults, 600 
million are illiterate and by the 
year 2030 foe petroleum re- 
sources of this region wiD run 
out,” according to the United 
Nation s Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) regional director. “This is 
what makes this a momentous 
time and adds the element of 
emergency to the conference.” 

I Richard Reid told the partici- 
pants in his address on foe first 
day of foe working sessions. 

The number of illiterates in foe 
world today is approaching one 
billion, and milK rm children 
will not have access to school. 
Another dilemma is that women 
continue to have less access to 
education than men. Another 
dimension to foe education prob- 
lem is the ever-widening dispari- 
ties within and between nations. 

“We either accept these facts, 
or try to do something about 
them,” a member of foe higher 
joint committee asserted. “We 
are now be ginning to be in- 
creasingly concerned with placing 
people and the development of 
human potential back in foe cen- 
tre of foe development process,” 


KCs — how much do they weigh 
in Jordan’s educational system 


By Nor Safi 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Little tinytots 
peering through the windows of 
mini-buses emblazoned with 
names of schools have become 
a very common sight in Am- 
man’s streets, mostly daring 
early morning hours to noon. 
Roaring from “strictly English- 
speaking” to “Arabic-only” in- 
stitutions, kindergartens have 
mushroomed into tens of 
dozens, most of them set up in 
foe last two to three years. 

It is a fortune-making ven- 
ture for many of their oper- 
ators, while for others kinder- 
gartens symbolise a dedicated 
social service. For the mothers, 
■however, they represent a 
much-needed facility, particu- 
larly for working mothers ami 
those with large families. 

But, how does the concept of 
kmdeqputens figure in Jordan’s 
educational system? What seg- 
ment/sector . of society can 
actually afford to have their 
children go through the pre- 
liminary/preparatory stage of 
entering school? 

It was only in 1988 that the 
education derisfod-makers in 
Jordan HeAfaH that kindergar- 
tens were important enemgnto 
be given a slot in the Kingdom’s 
education system; and now 
“they are being paid more 
attention with a view to iden- 
tifying and rectifying flaws as 
well as ensuring that kindergar- 
tens are accessible to as many 
children as posable," says a 
senka-offidal in the Ministry of 
Education. 

Acconfiag to Khakd A1 Sheikh, 
director-general of the educa- 
tion department at the ministry, 
there are only two government- 
run trmripjgart»»»M jfl Tr mian ; 
the rest are controlled by the 
private sector. 

‘ High costs* 

Undoubtedly, the private 
sector schools are too expensive 
for tow-income families, with 
monthly fees ran g in g from XD 


15 to JD 55, in addition to 
uniforms and special gear. “A 
low-income family will not even 
have JD5 to spare, let alone 
spending it on kindergartens,” 
Sheikh observed. “It is only 
obvious then that why little 
boys and girls are seen running 
around in the streets while they 
should be benefit ing from pre- 
school education.” 

According to Zahra Nabuisi, 
director of Sahexa Kindergar- 
ten, only 18 per cent of Jorda- 
nian children who should be 
attending pre-school are actual- 
ly enrolled in kindergartens. 
She attributes foe tow figure to 
high costs of kindergartens. 

Many observers see a pro- 
nounced shortcoming on the 
part of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. “The existing system only 
enables people with a reason- 
able above-average income to 
send their children to pre- 
school education,” noted one 
of them. 'The Ministry of 
Education should realise foe 
vital need for public kindergar- 
tens in satisfying the need of a 
very large percentage of the 
population ana ensuring that 
equality in education ’ is ex- 
tended to all strata of foe 
society.” 

Even in the private sector, 
one can easily detect an inequit- 
able distribution of kindergar- 
tens. Nabuisi points out that 65 
per cent of the total of 542 
kindergartens in Jordan are 
concentrated in major cities 
such as Amman, Ixbid and Zar- 
qa. “Two kindergartens are the 
maximum one will find in the 
village, if any at aO,” she noted. 

But thfe argument is coun- 
tered by another observation 
that even if one was to go to foe 
villages and open kindergartens 
there is no guarantee that villa- 
gers could afford or would send 
drier children there. 

‘Parental attitudes’ 

Nabuisi agrees that parental 
■attitudes in villages leave a lot 
to be desired. “Most parents 
think that only working 


mothers should send their chil- 
dren to kindergartens,” she 
says. 

On the other hand, others 
say that many kindergartens do 
not use textbooks to educate 
foe children. That brings up foe 
question; should kindergarten 
children be taught to read and 
write or be equipped with 
“basic social skills?’’ 

Some housewives do not 
think there is any benefit in 
sending their children to kin- 
dergarten. “In many cases, 
there is no proper academic 
education,” says one of them. 
T am capable of giving my 
children lessons in social be- 
haviour at home. Why should 1 
send my children to kindergar- 
ten and pay for training in 
behaviour in classes?" 

Nabuisi counters: “what the 
parents must realise is that pre- 
school education is just as im- 
portant and camptemeofajry to 
education given at home by 
parous.” 

“It is very i m po r t an t that the 
child feels free, develops skills 
and gets an opportunity to exer- 
cise and play with other chil- 
dren of his or her own age,” she 
adds. 

Rules regulations 

Sheikh of the Ministry of 
Education points oat that a set 
of regulations have been laid 
out to govern kindergartens, 
what they should have and what 
they should not. These regula- 
tions stipulate that each child 
should have at least one square 
metre of space in the clas- 
sroom, and two square metres 
of playground space. The 
'teacher-student ratio should be 
1:20, the classrooms should be 
frygfemc and property venti- 
lated and should have good 
educational material as well as 
a good playground. 

Unfortunately, says Sheikh, 
only 20 per cent of the 542 
ksnfongartens in Jordan abide 
by these regulations in all their 
dimensions. “Many have a 
teacher-student ratio of 2:30 in 


cramped schoolrooms with 
poor-looking equipment,", he 
added. 

The process that a kindergar- 
ten goes foorugh before it is 
permitted to open is labou- 
rious. A special department at 
the ministry scrutinises applica- 
tions, an engineer checks foe 
premises and other experts re- 
view hygiene and veutillatioD. 
Ministry of Education reams 
inspect furniture, equipment 
and other extras. For all tech- 
nical purposes, only after these 
processes are completed and 
the Ministry of Education is 
satisfied that all regulations are 
observed that a license will be 
issued to the institution. 

But, the question remains: If 
aD these procedures are fol- 
lowed and observed to the let- 
ter, why then are many kinder- 
gartens in sorry- loo kin g shape? 


An observer answers: Tn 
principle, the rules and regula- 
tions are laid out in black and 
white and if followed should 
produce excellent institutions. 
But, obviously there is some- 
thing wrong somewhere in en- 
suring that all prerequisites are 
met before kindergartens are 
licensed. Perhaps the shortcom- 
ing is in coordination among 
the various departments.” 

An expert in social work and 
a technical advisor to a volun- 
tary organisation attributes foe 
shortcomings to the heavy bur- 
dens placed on the Ministry of 
Education. “For the last three 
decades, die ministry was striv- 
ing to provide school education 
for all through expanding facili- 
ties and buildings/’ said the 
expert, speaking to foe Jordan 
Times on conation of anony- 
mity. 

“It also sou^it to provide 
qualified teachers, unproved 
curricula and to maintain a ba- 
lance between the inarearing 
demand resulting from popula- 
tion growth and available facili- 
ties. But, it has not been able to 
achieve its goals, and now with 


Nigel Fisher said in an address 
Tuesday. 

According to Fisher, this con- 
sultation is an opportunity for the 
Arab World to influence the 
shape of foe draft documents that 
will be tabled at the T hailand 
conference. 

The world charter aims at 
mobilising decision-makers, and 
a commitment to a new vision of 
education in the world — 
“Education for All.” 

The charter includes articles 
which emphasise a number of 
elements in the new strategy; 
article one is an emphasis on 
baric teaming needs and articles 
two to seven highli gh t a new 
perspective of education for all. 

These articles focus on learning 
and achievement, multiple and 
flexible delivery systems of 
education programmes for di- 
verse populations, and mobilisa- 
tion of new resources, in addition 
to reinforcing the., learning en- 
vironment. 

The charter points out that 
“while reading and writing are 
essential skills, they alone do not 
constitute a basic education.” So, 
according to Fisher, "man should 
learn how to protect his environ- 
ment, prevent common diseases, 
in addition to other knowledge to 
enable him to live in his environ- 
ment and the world at large.” 
The conference is apparently 
stressing that other vital needs in 
life such as health must be se- 
cured in order to pursue educa- 
tion. 

Article eight focuses on equity 
ami reduction of educational dis- 
parities between males and 
females and for different dis- 
advantaged groups (like those 
with disabilities and poverty and 
those lacking basic education in- 
frastructure in rural areas). 

“These groups require 


appropriate attention to make it 
possible for us to extend educa- 
tion for all,” lusher said. 

Finally, articles nine and 10 
stress foe need for a renewed 
commitment and evidence of 
political will to achieve education 
for all. 

The framework for action, the 
second part of the working docu- 
ments, attempts “to forge con- 
census on the parameter of a 
global and substantial set of ac- 
tions to meet basic learning needs 
in foe years ahead.” 1 

The framework raifa for action 
in restating foe new vision, and 
proposes three goals and targets: 

— 80 per cent of .all children 
reaching defined levels of 
achievement through primary 
education. 

— The halving of 1990 adult 
illiteracy rates, with special 
emphasis on female literacy. 

— Vastly-expanded acquisition 
of a wide range of essential life 
skills and knowledge among 
■youth and adults. 

According to Fisher, “foe heart 
of the framework" are the princi- 
ples of action, priority action at 
national level and a supporting 
framework for action on both 
regional and world levels. A defi- 
nite timetable for action is also 
included in foe framework. 

Fisher called upon the groups, 
which foe consultative conference 
is to be divided into, to concen- 
trate on specific Arab regional 
priorities or possible networks for 
mutual assistance within the Arab 
World. 

The discussions continued late 
in the afternoon and are sche- 
duled to continue Wednesday 
and conclude on Thursday with a 
final session, when the final re- 
commendations would be issued. 
These recommendations will be 
linked to the world charter. 


Irbid deputies-elect 
receive confirmation 


IRBID (Petra) — The winners of 
Lower House of Parliament seats 
representing Irbid Governors te 
in foe Nov. 8 elections Tuesday 
received documents confirming 
heir victory. 

The documents, issued by De- 
puty Prime Minister and Interior 
Munstet Salem Masa'adeh, were 
presented to foe deputies-elect at 
a ceremony held by Irbid Gov- 
ernor Jawdat A 1 Sboul. The gov- 
ernor congratulated the winners 
and wished them success in Par- 


liament. 

He also paid tribute to foe 
spirit of cooperation the people 
of Irbid Govemorate demons- 
trated, which contributed to the 
success of the election process. 

One of the deputies-elect, 
Ahmad A] Kofehi, thanktvf the 
governor and the governorate 
'personnel for their efforts during 
foe election and pledged the de- 
puties’ cooperation to work to- 
wards the advancement of 
Jordan. 
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the new emphasis given to kin- 
dergartens its responsibilities 
are increased.” 
Furthermore, he adds, 
“although foe ministry has been 
trying to provide increased in- 
service training to its teachers, 
the burden of expansion is 
heavier. The ministry is una- 
ware of the conditions and 
pressing needs to improve 
schools and how to relate 
education to the needs of the 
cMkiren and society.” 

“It wiD take a long time 
before Jordan can see such 
changes because it is foe first 
cycle that is important and this 
vital cycle is being neglected," 
added the expert, an ardent 
exponent of pre-school educa- 
tion. “It is the starting point for 
every human being,” he says. 
“The first six years of a child’s 
fife are foe period when a child 
forms basic attitudes and capa- 
bilities. Pre-school education 
should offer the child foe 
opportunity to develop percep- 
tive and disc riminating powers, 
language, classification of 
things, motor (body move- 
ment) skills and awareness of 
the environment. 

“If all these skills are de- 
veloped, then they become the 
resource for intelligence for the 
child as he/she grows up.” 
According to the expert, 
‘’tins is where foe problem 


lies.” 

‘This need is not appreciated 
by the society as a whole," he 
asserts. “It is still thought that 
kindergartens are an extension 
of school where writing and 
arithmetics are compulsory.” 

Probable solution 

The expert is suggesting a 
formula to rectify the situation. 
“The authorities should pro- 
vide for buildings and furniture 
and set up government-run kin- 
dergartens,” he says. “They 
should provide periodal grants 
to kindergartens to augment 
fees collected from students to 
pay for teachers' salaries and 
other operating expenses in 
addition to offering t raining for 
teachers, supervising aeduca- 
tion and providing educational 
materials.” 

The expert finds an increas- 
ing demand by villagers for 
kindergartens and a pressing 
need to improve existing in- 
stitutions. “People in remote 
villages are demanding educa- 
tional opportunities along the 
same lines as those available in 
Amman,” he said. 

The expert noted that pro- 
jects were already taking shape 
around Karak in the south, but 
said “I fear that the pressure is 
getting too heavy to handle 
elsewhere.” 
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The neglected but 
vital element 


THE PEOPLE of Israel have revealed their true colour in a 
poB conducted by an Israeli public opinion institute and 
pubtished in the Haaretz daily this week confirming that no 
less than 52 per cent of Israelis entertain the thought of 
“transferring” the Palestinian people under occupation to 
neighbouring Arab countries. In this van, it has not escaped 
the Arab mind that the tens of thousands of Soviet Jews 
expected to arrive in Israel could be settled in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Israelis — government and 
people — are thinking about the unthinkable and are 
prepared to go as fer as evicting the Palestinians from the 
occupied territories in order to make room for the m m rf g - 
rants from the Soviet Union. What insult to injury is 
that such Israeli thoughts are veiled with a threat that unless 
the Arab parties could be stampeded into accepting the 
Israeli versioa of a solution to the Palestinian problem, the 
transfer of all Palestinian people from the occupied territor- 
ies would become imminent. 


Accordingly, it becomes the primary responsibility of 
Moscow to put a hold on all plans to allow mass Jewish 
emigration from the Soviet Union to Israel or any other 
country for that matter unless and until Israel demonstrates 
by deed a wfllmgness to resolve the Middle East conflicts on 
the bases of international resolutions and norms. 


K is also the primary responsibility at the Palestinian 
party and the rest of the Arab World to weigh their 
operational options vis-a-vis their mnflSrte with Israel and 
make the necessary logical conclusions and decisions. The 
existing incoherent policies and controlled wuihtioB' by the 
Arab ride on what to do next will obviously play into the 
bands of the Israelis, particularly the extremists among 

them who have grown in strength in recent months. And, at 
a time when the glorions Palestinian mfifinfa tosank wad 
the international conscience to the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people under occupation and rekindled the faith, 
confidence at self-reliance among the struggling Palestinians 
to take their future into their own hands, Israeli public 
opinion appears to have hardened and turned more 
extreme. 


Of course, part of the problem is that even the 
Palestinian side is not speaking with one tengue. T he same 
goes for die Arab countries with or without summit 
conferences. Meanwhile, Israeli public opinion is grossly 
neglected and the Arab side keeps on conducting its policies 
over the conflict with Israel without the due attention being 
given to the need to cultivate Israeli public opinion in favorar 
of Just peace and mutual accommodation. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra*i as well as the rest of the Jordanian dailies on Tuesday gave 
prominence to His Majesty King Hussein's birthday anniversary 
paying tribute in their editorials and opinion columns to his 
endeavours over the past four decades to build up his country and 
serve his nation. The paper said that the Jordanian family should 
congratulate itself on this occasion and wish the leader continued 
happiness and continued efforts to maintain prosperity for his 
country and for his Arab Nation. The paper readied the immense 
efforts exerted by the monarch over the past years and his 
exemplary leadership that turned out Jordan into a modem state 
and an oasis of stability and security in a turbulent Middle East 
The past years witnessed numerous challenges which the King had 
been able to overcome and to lead his people towards successes, 
the paper noted. It said the King crowned his services by paving 
the ground for his countrymen to return to parliamentary life so 
that they can take part in the construction of their country. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily discusses the water issue in 
Jordan and calls on Jordanian citizens to be careful and 
economise in their use of water resources. Saiah Abdul Samad 
says that water problems are troubling various countries in the 
Middle East in view of projections that the end of the present 
century will witness a water shortage and probably conflicts over 
the water resources. The writer says that the government is to be 
commended for its continued efforts to make available sufficient 
water supplies for all regions in the Kingdom but all citizens are 
called on to contribute to the process by economising and 
properly using the limited resources so that the country will not be 
faced by a chronic crisis. The socio-economic development in 
Jordan asd the population growth are both exerting continued 
p r e ss u re on the government and the water resources of this 
country, a situation which calls for more care and more planning 
on tihe part of government and people, says the writer. The 
coming winter season, Abdul Samad notes, should not tempt the 
citizens to waste water supplies in the belief that rain is coming 
mid the artesian wells will be replenished once again. 


A1 Dosfeov daily said that Jordanians are filled with delight and 
pride Over the King’s birthday Tuesday and are more and more 
optimistic about their future. Hie paper said that the King's 
birthday coincided with the crowning of Ins success in re- 
introducing parliamentary life in the country, a process which it 
said would no doubt enhance the meaning and the practice of 
democracy in Jordan. The paper said on this occasion the 
Jordanian citizens recall the achievements of King Hussein over 
the past years and his great endeavours to serve his people with all 
his strength. Hie paper wished the King continued happiness and 
long life foil of accomplishments and marked by success. 


The religious imperative for Middle East ^^ce 


By Canon Mkfaad P. 

Hmniltia 


IF I had been bom in Arabia and 
felt God’s presence, I would have 
become a Muslim. If I had been 
bom in Tel Aviv or a European 
ghetto I would know God as a 
Jew. I happen to have been bom 
in Ireland, in the troubled city of 
Belfast where two communities 
have long claimed rights to the 
same land. I grew up there and, 
when God called me, it was natu- 
ral for me to be Christian. I 
believe I worship the same God 
as my Muslim and Jewish 
brothers and asters, and with 
them I also hope and work for 
God's peace in the world. Two 
other personal references may 
help you to understand my think- 
ing: my grandfather was Jewish 
and I served in the British army in 
Palestine in 1947 and 1948. Be- 
fore I left Haifa I was invitedto 
serve in the forthcoming war by 
Arab friends to repel the invad- 
ers, and by Israeli friends to 
defend their new state. 


others. The price of peace is not 
oppression, bnt rather the task of 
gaining and implementing a 
shared view of freedom and jus- 
tice; because with God’s gukJauce 
peace is possible. There are always 
grounds for hope and a reason to 
work for its realisation. 

I remember when I returned to 
work in Belfast in 1986 1 attended 
a large, Protestant church gather- 
ing where there was a discussion 
on community relations.- Tb» was 
a euphemism for how they were 
to get along with the Catholic 
Nationalists. Speeches were 
in generalities and no one had the 
courage to address the issue 
directly, for they harboured pre- 
judices and idols they did not 
wish to acknowledge publicly. At 
last an older politician rose: “We 
all want peace and justice — but 
not at any pricer His prejudice 
was revealed — the preservation 


Diversity and prejudice 


God chose to create the human 
family with great d ive rs i t y . Dif- 
fering in racial and cultural char- 
acteristics, we still share a com- 
mon human nature. We all are a 
mixture of good and bad, selfish- 
ness and virtue and, in spite of 
our imperfections, we all are 
cherished by God who wishes ns 
well and desires our common 
peace. 1 suggest this belief has the 
important political corollary that 
peace is really passible, and that 
our differences can enrich rather 
than divide ns. In contradiction to 
much secular political theory, we 
believers efafm that the fulfill- 
ment of the individual is not, in 
principle, at odds with the wel- 
fare of the state, nor that the 
security of one nation is neces- 
sarily in conflict with the enlight- 
ened, national self-interest of 


Theological perspectives 


The doctrine of creation raises 
the role of theology itself. By tins 
term I mean a coherent and 
indntive understanding of one's 
religion, bow it came to be and 
how it applies to the worid in 
which one lives. The Israelis, tom 


Warsaw Pact 


could serve 


as stabiliser 


By Patrick Worarip 

Renter 


LONDON — East 0601180/8 
opening of its borders with tire 
West could hasten the end of the 
old-style Warsaw Pact, but the 
Communist alliance may have 
found a new role as guarantor of 
security in an age of change. 

From East and West, the 
seven-nation East European 
grouping is under pressure Bo 
scrap its former images as a tool of 
Soviet military policy, take on a 
more political cofoanng and re- 
flect the rapid reforms under way 
in the region. 

But neither East nor West is in 
any hurry to see the disappear- 
ance of tire pact, which groups 
the Soviet Union, East Germany, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hun- 
gary, Bulgaria and Romania. 

Poland called for changes at a 
pact foreign ministers’ meeting in 
Warsaw last month. This week, a 
senior Polish foreign ministry 
official, Jerzy Nowak, said it 
should drop attempts at “mono- 
lithic unity” and take account of 
members’ differing views. 

Many Western experts agree. 
fTbe pact is going to have to look 
at a new sort of relationship 
between the Soviet Union and its 
members,” says John Roper of 
Britain’s Royal Institute erf Inter- 
national Affairs. 

But even as the shift towards 
Western-style democracy in Po- 
land, Hungary and now East Ger- 
many weakens the ideological 
glue of Communism that once 
held the pact together, Wester- 
ners are be ginning to say tire 
a lli a n ce may have its uses after 


as promoting reforms, not trying 
to crush them. 

“I think that people in Eastern 
Europe wiH be sufficiently ma- 
ture to see that the Warsaw Pact 
is a necessary insurance policy for 
tire Soviet Union in a period of 
transition,” Roper said. 

In case tire point has been lost 
ou East Germany, host to 
380,000 Soviet troops, Soviet 
foreign ministry spokeanan Gen- 
nady Gerasimov stressed on Nov. 
9 that whatever government held 
power in East Berlin, “interna- 
tional obligations” remained. 

On Nov. 10, Gerasimov warned 
sharply against any move towards 
German reunification, a develop- 
ment which would make non- 
sense of the present division be- 
tween the Warsaw Pact and 
NATO. 


These concerns are to some 
extent shared by Western officials 
who see the key to reducing 
tensions in Europe in arms cuts 
like those being negotiated by tire 
two blocs at die con ventional 
forces in Europe (GFE) talks in 
Vienna. 


all. 

Once, they branded it as a 
Soviet-dominated military 
machine poised either to strike 
against Western Europe or to 
turn inwards and crush dissent in 
one of its member states. Now 
the tune is different. 

“At the moment the Warsaw 
Pact is a s tabilising influence in 
Eastern Europe. The fact that 
there is such an organisation 
makes it more difficult for anyone 
to take action winch would spill 
over onto us (the West),” says 
Colonel Andrew Duncan of the 
London-based International In- 
stitute for Strategic Studies. 

Western experts and diplomats 
commented that both Poland and 


Western diplomats said they 
did not see developments in East 
Germany affecting these talks, 
which are on course for an agree- 
ment, probably in die second half 
of next year, to sharply reduce 
troops and non-nuclear weaponry 
in Europe. 

They said, however, that such 
an agreement could shore up 
NATO and the pact. 

“The structure of the treaty is 
based on tire existence of two 
groups of states,” one said. “CFE. 
entrenches the notion of two 
groupings." A fresh round of 
CFE talks opened Nov. 9 

Beyond that agreement, West- 
ern diplomats said they believed 
Moscow was looking towards its 
vision of a "common European 
house,” a concept they expected 
Gorbachev to push at a European 
security conference in Helsinki in 
1992. 

They said Gorbachev appeared 
to envisage this primarily as a 
means of improving trade links, 


between secularism, orthodoxy 
and various hues of conservatism, 
seem to me to lack a vision for 
their own religious and political 
future which extends beyond 
Zionism. They need a theological 
perspective which makes con- 
structive use of Jewish eoqrerience 
in the Holocaust. But today many 
Jews speak of the Holocaust as if 
they alone were its victims, ignor- 
ing the mini ons of others who 
also suffered and died. While tire 
Jews suffered the most, their feel- 
ings of exclusivity isolate them 
from the wider world of shared 
grief and sympathy. Though tire 
desire of Israelis to prove their 
strength, in co n trast to Jewish 


which was more important to hfo i 
than other peace or justice. To 
my dismay tins uncompfonrismg 
Ingot was applauded. 

There are parallels between the 
behaviour of that stubborn politi- 
cian and the hard-line posture of 
Israel’s Prime Minister Shamir. 
The misuse of majority rule by 
Protestants vis-a-vis Catholics is 
similar to the derivation of tire 
civil rights of Palestinians by 
Israelis. We are all members erf 
the one human family and, for 
peace to prevail, we must all be 
able to participate freely in the 
political arena and ail] have 
adequate access to the natural 
resources of the worid which God 
created for ns. 


and especially doing away with 
high technology exports 


Hungary had- said they intended 
to stay in the pact for the time 
being, and that tire wr&th of tire 
East Germans seemed so far to 
be directed against their own 
leaders, not the Soviets. 

By contrast with previous up- 
heavals in Eastern Europe, toe 
Kremlin under Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev has been seen 


curbs on 

to the East, bat would like to 
keep the shells of the two 
alliances within tire “house." 

Hie Soviet Union itself has 
repeatedly said its ultimate aim is 
to dispense with the Warsaw Pact 
and NATO. 

The dramatic changes in East 
Germany could lead Gorbachev 
to try to persuade U.S. President 
George Bush, when they meet 
aboard! warships off Mafia next 
month, that there was no time to 
lose in making the common bouse 
a re a l i ty, toe diplomats said. 


may explain their misuse of milit- 
ary power, it does not excase it 
any more than the anger of Arabs 
excuse their attempts to destroy 
Israel. 

1 believe strongly in tire need 
for and support of tire state of 
Israel. I danced in Haifa in 1947 
when the United Nations recog- 
nised Israel as a new state. But I 
am also reminded that the Old 
Testament promises of God to 
provide a home for tire Jews were 
conditional on their obedience to 
the letter and spirit of toe Mosaic 
law and the prophets. Two 
scriptural quotes illustrate tins: 

Deuteronomy, Chapter 30: “If 
you obey the commandments of 
tire Lord... the Lord will bless you 
in the land which you are entering 
to take possession of. But if your 
heart turns away ...you shall not 
live long in the land.” 

2 Esoras, Chapter 14: “The 
land was given to you ... bat your 
fathers committed imqmty ... and 
became tire Most High is a right- 
eous judge in due tune he took 
from yon what he had given.” 

I find no way to justify on 
religious, nor on long-term 
pragmatic grounds, the way 
Israelis have treated Palestinians. 
Let me quote an Israeli source, 
Abba Eban: 


“Hie Palestinians in the West 
Bonk and Gaza cannot vote or be 
elected to anything,, have no juri- 
dical control over the government 
that roles their lives, have no 
appeal against the judgments of 
mfljbrry courts, are not, free to 
leave their land with asmrances 
of the right to return, are not 
immune, as are their Jewish 
neighbours from such penalties as — 
expulsion or the blowing up of 
homes or administrative deten- 
tion, and do not possess the same 
economic and social conditions of 
their immediate Jewish neigh- 
bours.” 

Censorship, the closing of 
.schools, deprivation of civil 
rights, appropriation of land, res- 
triction of water supplies, 
imprisonment without trial, 
torture, deportation and now 
the brutality of the army 
dealing with the intifada are 


the Middle East, often uncritical- 
ly hailed by evangelicals, has 
been destructive at times and 
negligent at others. Americans, 
because of the large grants we 
i p»k« to support Israel, bear mor- 
al responsibility for how that 
money is spent Do we really 
want our money to support new 
settlements and the army of 
occupation? 

The main-line Protestant de- 
nominations have been relatively 
en light ened politically in calling 
for the security .-of Israel, the 
condemnati on of abuses of hu- 
man righ ts, and the es tab li shm ent 
of an independent state for tire 
Palestinians. Bnt we havevdone 
little yet to transform our'i pro- 
nouncements into a political 
force. The United States Catholic 
C onfere nce of Bishops published 
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Maxims for peacemakers 


Let me dose with some thrnp 


m 


a comprehensive draft report on vve ought to know: 


are corrupting 
as persecuting 


cruelties which 
Israel as well 
Palestinians. The Israeli Jews de- 
sperately need a theological re- 
vival that produces repent an ce, 
reform ana justice for their 
neighbours. It is out of concern 
for Israel that we should so per- 


suade them. 


Moral responsibilities 


It is about time I began to 
criticise the limits of tire theology 
and behaviour of Christians. And 
I suspect we deserve the greatest 
condemnation. The Crusades, 
tire Inquisition, tire pogroms, 
Western imperialism and the 
terrible «4fmnT of the Holocaust 
— all these honors emanated 
from the West, and inany of them 
were justified theologically by 
Christians. 

And we American Christians 
have not sought the truth, all the 
truth, about the Israeh-Palesti- 
man conflict- Such knowledge 
could free us from the bias of 
propaganda. American policy in 


the Middle East in October of 
this year. I hope it will contribute 
to a better public understanding. 
Methodists are now considering 
proposals for reducing assistance 
to Israel. Eisenhower, jaming 
with all voting members of the 
United Nations, condemned 
Israel’s mn finning occupation of 
the Smai during the Suez crisis, 
and then threatened sanctions', 
Israel withdrew. The time is ripe 
for us to reflect on that experi- 
ence and to symbolic and 

other measures to influence 
Israeli policies we cannot now 
morally support * 


\ —To criticise Israelis nottobc 
anti-Semitic. To criticise ah 
Israeli government is not fo-be 
anti-lsraeL To criticise tire Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation or 
Arafat iff. not- tb be anti-Arab. 

— Terrorism Is counterpro- 
ductive and always wrong. Com- 
pared to nah-vfotebt protest, 1 it 
poisons tbe atmosphere for. 
mutual understanding and de- 
grades the cause it represe n ts. 

— As we work for peace 
Americans must hang on fitithful- 
|y to the hands of. both Israelis 
and Palestinians, cherish and re- 
spect them both for whatever 
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The implications of one doc- 
trine flow into another, and the 
dynamic of reconciliation is a 
central one for Christians and 
calls to nrind a number of applica- 
tions. Christians believe that God 
has reconciled us humans to him- 
self in spite of our sins.. Every- 
one, of whatever religious faith or 
none, know from experience that 
the cost of restoring broken rela- 


— Finally, God is sovereign 
ami his will is eventually accom- 
plished. God surprises ns by 
bringing good out of evil, joy out 
of sadness, freedom out of bon- 
dage. Jews know this from the 
Exodus, Christians from the Re- 
surrection and Muslims from the 
Hejira. The Holocaust was ferf- 
krwed by the state of Israel. What 
will come after the intifada? — 
Middle East International, 
London. 
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For many South African blacks, 
Communism retains an allure 


By David Crary 

The Associated Press 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca — While many Communist 
leaders in other countries are 
grappling with public discontent, 
the outlawed South African Com- 
munist Party is enjoying a surge 
of publicity and support. 

Following President F.W. de 
Klerk’s decision to ease restric- 
tions on anti-government protest, 
the Communists' symbols and 
rhetdrifc have emerged from tire 
political underground into the 
media spotlight. 

At a mass rally last month for 
freed leaders of the Africad 
National Congress guerrilla 
movement, tbe Communist Par- 
ty’s red flag and the ANCs gold, 
green and black banner were 
given equal prominence as huge 
backdrops to the speakers' 
podium. 

A roar came from the mostly 
black crowd of more than 70,000 
when a message was read from 
toe party’s general secretary, Joe 
Slovo, an exiled white lawyer 
depicted by the government as a 
mastermind of terrorist attacks. 
Hie rally’s keynote speech, deli- 
vered by senior ANC leader Wal- 
ter Sisulu, ended with an unmis- 
takable message. 

“Long live the ANC. Long live 
our alliance with tbe South Afri- 
can Communist Party," said Sisu- 
lu, 77, “Long live the working 
class movement.” 

The party's new stature comes 
at a time when its counterparts 
are in varying degrees of retreat 
not only in Eastern Europe, but 


also in Africa. The trend among 
leftist governments on the conti- 
nent is to move away from 
dogmatic Marxism-Leninism and 
seek expanded economic ties with 
the West. . 

But in South Africa, Commun- 
ism holds a particular appeal for 
sections of the disenfranchised 
black majority who view capital- 
ism as a partner of apartheid, 

Tbe Communist Party “retains 
a romantic mystique... to the 
young lions who are searching for 
a revolutionary alternative to the 
status quo. It has a vision and an 
ideological coherence,” said a re- 
cent analysis in the weekly Mail, 
an anti-apartheid newspaper. 

Some commentators have sug- 
gested that this mystique could be 
lessened if the government lifted 
the ban on tbe party and let its 
leaden compete openly in the 
ideological marketplace. As yet, 
there has been no sign this might 
happen. 

The party has not issued a 
detailed platform saying what its 
policies would be if it took power 
alone or in a coalition. It still 
apparently sticks to orthodox 
Marxism-Leninism, as opposed 
to the more moderate versions of 
Communism and Socialism that 
have appeared elsewhere. But 
many believe most of the party’s 
supporters in South Africa sup- 
port it amply as an anti-capitalist, 
anti-apartheid symbol, rather 
than support it out of detailed 
familiarity with its ideology. 

Some anti-apartheid church 
. leaders have expressed dismay 
that Communist banners were 
displayed at recent protest mar- 


ches which they led. Yet many 
activist clergymen uneasy with 
Communism's atheism are sym- 
pathetic to the ANC, which uses 
as its anthem a moving hymn 
entitled “God bless Africa.” 

The alliance between the ANC 
and the Communists dates back 
to the early 1920s, when both 
campaigned on behalf of black- 0 ’ 
workers. The Communist Party 
was banned in 1950, and toe 
ANC in 1960, and there has been 
extensive overlapping within the 
exiled leadership of the two orga- 
nisations. 

In 1986, tbe U.S. State Depart- 
ment estimated that about half of 
the ANCs executive committee ’ 
members were Communists. 

Govan Mbela. one of the re- 
leased ANC leaders honoured at 
the massraliy, said in his speech 

that _tfic ANC-Communist 
alliance has been a prime. target 
oldie South African government 
and “its supporters in toe im- 
perialist countries.” 

^ He declared that the aiiianop 
“is going to continue until apar- 
theid... is eliminated.” 

“Let me state it unequivocal- 
ly.” said Law and Order Minster 
Adriaan Vlok in a speech Nov. 2. 
“Communism is unacceptable to 
me, it is unacceptable to the 
South African government and' 
the large majority of people in " 
our country.” 

Few details about toe Com- 
munist Party, including its. sze; 
and the composition of its polit- 
buro, are known. The ANC oper- 
ates clandestinely marie South 
Africa, and its guerrillas .periodi- 
cally are arrested, but there has' 


been no evidenced comparable - 
internal actrvityT>y the Coramun- . 
ists. s 

The morff recent policy stated 
meat issued by the party takes a ' 
more ^hard-line stance than the 
ANC op the possibility negotia- 
tions with the government. 

/ “Seizure of power will be toe 
product of escalating and prog- 
ressively merging mass political 
and military struggle, with the 
likelihood of culminating in an 
insurrection.” said document 
adopted, at a party congress ear- 
lier this year. “We are not en- 
gaged in a straggle whose objec- 
tive is merely to generate suffi- - 
dent pressure to bring tbe other 
side to the bargaining table.” *• ' ' 
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Stanley Uys, a' South African 
political writer based in London, 
recently attended a conference in 
West Germany involving South 
African, Western aridSdviet pot 
deal experts. j 
He wrote afterward that parti-; ' 
dpants . . asked /themselves: 
“What irtipact havetbe failures of . 
Socialism, not onfrfe Africa but - 
throughout tire Socialist . world. 


'*51 
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had on the SodaftsftaiKi Marxists 
in the J ... 

■ “Hie answer seemed tobe — 
none a tjdf,” Uys wrote. “Their 
rejection' of /capitalism is not 
based tfb a rationalcosts-benefits 
analysis. It is predominantly an 
emotional response, deeply* 
'I«l in their rejection of- 



apartheid.’ 

He conducted toat South Afri- 
ca’s Socialists “are, masting em - 
their, right to make their own- 
mistakes.” 
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By Andrea Pearce 
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e,^ PARIS— Til frinrage of Fjrara*as 
U(w the cradle of Jromance stifllingers 
^ abroad. jButaf home , the govern- 
meat cstrnaw -that in one out of 
Q| every ID households men beat, 
rape or otherwise molest their 
fi*. wives:' 

Estimating that there are at 
(ql least two million batten^ women 
e * in Fiance, the government last 
Ig ? week launched the country’s firsr- 
PjjT ever, official' campaign to expose 
*7 their pEght. 

jJ* In doing so, it was prying open 
Jr the door to a Secret tightly 
rF* guarded- for -generations. 

J* Alexander Dumas, who wrote 
*} * the 19th-century egiic “The Three 
, j Musketeers,’* /once likened 
* French women ".to steak, saying 
the harder yon beat them, the 
more tender they become, 
uaft Women’s rights minister 
^ Michele Andre said last week: “If 
a man beats a dogron the street, 
^ someone -noil complain to the 
Animal Protection Society. But if 
rig a man beats bis wife in the street, 
Co®, no tme moves." 
s 1 ^ “The numbers are shocking . In 
yos the year when -we commemorate 
b « the 200th anniversary of our hu- 
i tit man rights charter, it was high 
r Jt time tp'resurrect the dignity of 
9 nt women,*'. Andre told a press con- .! 
; y. ference. • j 

Mb The government's estimates on 
i„the number of men alleged to 
beat theii wives are based on the 
numberof pleas for help received. 
^ by police and by-womens* shel- 
-i tors, officials say. 

Though officials .sjay ; both rich 
• and poor women- are affected, 

I shame and traditional French re- 
serve have^ kept the : problem 
quietly simmering behind clbsed 
doors. V..- 

“In Francs we don't talfcabout 
our married-Hfe," sakta 25-year- 
old' Woman who enduredtwo 


women and their children can live 
. for several mnnrhs say they can- 
' not handle the number of women 
in need. . 

The government hopes to com- 
: bat these gaps throngfra national 
ca m pa ig n of TV advertisements, 

- posters and .films that will aggres- 
sively dramatise tbs problem. 
tell peoplp where they can go for 
legal b^fp. 

A national hotline is abb being 
set up — but only for- the three 
weeks of the campaign, unless - 
extra funding is found. 

At a shelter in a working-class 
Paris suburb, a group of women 
- who escaped from the daily hor- 
rors of domestic violence — one 
after 17 years of physical abuse — 
said the campaign would at least 
break foe silence. 

But the law itself also needs to 
be revised, they said. 

Today, French law fails to 
address specifically foe problem 
of violence in foe home. The 



Two women, one land 


B.B. once the symbol of French women, but does she 
really represent them? 


wife-beater faces prosecution 
only in the bloodiest of cases, and 
it is almost always up to foe 
victim to bring hxen before foe 
courts. 

The government, faced with 
complaints that battered women 
generally find themselves ont on 
foe street when legal proceedings 
start, is drafting legislation to give 
the victims first nghts to stay In 
tiie family home. 

Though the cycle of domestic 
violence has persisted unrevealed 
for decades, feminists say it may 
be broken by fop financial inde- 


pendence of the younger genera- 
tion. 

Betty Fournier, director of the 
Maison de la Femme, a women’s 
shelter in foe outskirts of Paris 
that receives more than 4,000 
battered women a year, said: 
“Before doing anything else, be- 
fore finding lodgings or work for 
them, we work on their self 
image. 

“They’re shattered, lost. They 
first have to remember what it's 
like to be a free individual, with a 
mind as well as a body of their 
own,*’ she said. 


By Rosalind Mandine 

(VSIA Staff Writer) 

WASHINGTON — A more per- 
sonal side to achieving peace be- 
tween Palestinians and Jews in 
foe Middle East was presented 
November 9 at a briefing given by 
two distinguished Israeli women 
— one an Orthodox Jew and the 
other an Arab who is Muslim. 

Leah Shakdiel and Dr. Mariam 
Mar’i shared their experiences 
and thoughts on peace and 
coexistence during a press brief- 
ing sponsored by the New Israel 
Fund and Joyce R. Stan- Associ- 
ates, a foreign policy research 
firm. 

Shakdiel is a member of the 
religious council in Yeroham, a 
town in foe Negev, and is the first 
woman in Israeli history to hold 
such a position. She teaches 
Judaica and Hebrew in Yeroham 
and is a leading advocate of im- 
proved education, economic de- 
velopment and civil rights of 
neighbouring Bedouin citizens. 

Dr. Mar’i is foe only Arab 
women professor at Haifa Uni- 
versity, where she specializes in 
early childhood development. 
She is the co-chair of “Part- 
nership," an organisation based 
in Haifa that promotes Arab- 
ic wish coexistence in Israel and a 
member of foe Prime Minister’s 
Advisory Committee on Arab 
women. 

Dr. Mar’i began her talk with 
personal reminiscences on the 


Africa becoming heroin conduit 


years of beatmgsjfipm an alcoho- 
lic. husband before decidrag to - 
leave. “You cahV^xmfidein yonr 
friends; • your neighbours or 
anyonei”' 

But dty poBce-say 60 per cent' 
of the calls they field are cries of. 
distress from women molested by . 
their male companions. 

As is often the case with rape, 
however, victims say foe woman 
rather tiffin the man. is systemati- 
cally Mamed: , . 

“People asked why I didn’t just . 
walk out,- if I'was a masochist or 
something/* said the 25-year-old, 
who asked not to be. named. 
‘‘Everything was my fault I was 
so humiliated. I lost my ^elf- 
respecL" 

When she finally fled, leaving 
behind her hometown and 
friends, foe found few places fo 
turn for help. Singly' knowing 
whom to contact in the poorly- 
coordinated welfare network 
turned put to be a challenge. 

“There just isn't enough, in- 
formation ”, said a 27-year-old 
mother of two yrito ^ahn^ bef 
escape for moretban two years. 
“I tried to leave twice but it didn't 
work.” - ... . 

Private support groups, like 
those in the United States, and, 
Britain running: -hostels where 


By Chege Mbtifrn 

The Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Iran’s re- 
velation and the war m neigfi- 
ho ming Af g hmuiftTm have (hmmI 
Africa into a major «mnggKng 
route for Southwest Asian he- 
roin. “■ 

“They (Africans) have made 
the traffic veritably inter-con- 
tinental, causing a serious prob- 
lem,” says Interpol, the Interna- 
tional Police Organisation based 
in Lyons, Ranee. 

The money is good. The 
wholesale price of a kilogramme 
of pure heroin is about $150,000, 
says a U.S. Drag Enforcement 
Adminis t r ation agent based in 
Guro^Egypf. 

DxlnCed and peddled an foe 
streets of New York, London or 
Fan, a kilogramme afrimnaico- 
tics can fetch, op: to $1 nriffioo. 

. . Western Europe is the destina- 
tion of most of foe heroin rooted 
throng Africa from Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, although some is 
shipped across the Atlantic 
Ocean to North America. 

Most of the heroin smuggled 
into the United States k believed 
to o ri gina t e in the opium poppy 
fields of Southeast Asia, particu- 
larly Laos, and takes a c fifTcieut 
route to market. 

Interpol says it has no estimate 
of the amount of heroin moving 
through Africa, but has statistics 
suggesting it has risen sharply in 
recent years. 

The agency says authorities in 
Pakistan, India, Africa and 
Europe arrested 236 Africans' 
caught with 528 kilogrammes of 
heroin last year. 

Interpol figures for 1984 show 
the arrests of only 11 Africans 
carrying 48 kilogrammes of he- 
roin in Africa, Asia and Europe. 

. Traditionally, Southwest Asian 
nationals smuggled heroin to 
Europe overland through Iran, 
Turkey and the Balkan amutries. 
Some was diverted to India and 
ftriastan and later snuggled to 
Europe by air or sea. 


However, the overland route 
was disrupted by foe Soviet inva- 
sion of Afghanistan and a strict 
anti-narcotics campaign begun by 
ban’s Tdamic leaders. 

With their traditional route 
blocked, traffickers turned to 
Africa. -. 

Sri Lankans were first But by 
1984, Africans were not only in- 
vesting in what a Tanzanian 
newspaper recently calhed a 
“quick and trig money business,” 
but also hiring their own co ur iers. 

African governments were 
caught lacking the know-how to 
fight the traffickers. 

Tt was a new crime for them, 
and they didn’t know what to 
do,” said a Western diplomat 
based in Dar Es Snimwn, Tanza- 
nia. He spoke mi condition of 
anonymity. 

Peter. Maseru o, head of 
Kenya’s anti-narcotics squad, 
agrees. “At first we didn’t know 
what we were looking for,” he 


In an effort to stop the heroin 
from reaching their streets. West- 
ern governments, especially the 
United States and Britain, are 
helping foe African nations. 

m September, Washington 
sent Thomas Pickering, its 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, to prod Nigerians to renew 
an agreement under which the 
United States assists foe west 
African nation’s anti-drag effort. 
The agreement was signed in 
Washington soon after that 
A month later Britain and 
Nigeria signed a similar pact. 


Interpol figures show the 
majority of the traffickers are 
Nigerians, Ghanaians, Tanza- 
nians, Mahans and Gambians. 

“But no African nation is un- 
affected by foe trafficking of 
southwest Asia heroin,” said 
Joseph Fortier, bead of Liteipol’s 
drags snb-divisiotL 
The heroin enters Africa by air 
mid sea mainly through m***™ 
countries, with Kenya, Egypt and 
Ethiopia favoured becanse of fre- 
quent connecting flights to West 


Africa. 

In West Africa, the drag is 
repackaged and carried by indi- 
vidnal couriers or hidden in 
freight shipments to Western 
Europe or North America. 

Interpol says the smugglers use 
all major airports in Western 
Europe. H o w e v er, an enterpris- 


Bloc airports, mctnHing Moscow, 
East Berlin and Warsaw. 

The seriousness of the problem 
was underlined in Jane at an 
Interpol-sponsored, three-day 
meeting in Nairobi. Narcotics 
agents from 25 countries in Afri- 
ca, Asia, Europe and North 
America attended the closed- 
door meeting. 

“We concluded the situation 
was increasingly getting worse," 


said an African. 
declined to be id 


mt who 
farther. 


“We also felt African govern- 
ments can’t fight the drugs 
alone. We need assist- 
ance.” 

Legislation in most African 
countries doesn't offer much of a 
de ter re n t, said foe DEA agent in 
Cairo. Punishment for drug traf- 
ficking can be as little as a 
month’s imprisonment or a $500 
fine. 

A1 Unger, a state department 
spokesman in Washington, said 
foe Untied States spent at least 
$124,000 in 1987 and 1988 to help 
fight tiie trafficking. 

. The money bought vehicles, 

mwfn^iini r atioiK and drug detec- 
tion supplies, mriuding sniffer 
dogs, and paid for the training of 


narcotics agents, customs and 
judicial officers. The latter re- 
ceived lessons in foe drafting of 
anti-narcotics laws. 

The beneficiaries included 
Kenya, Nigeria, the Ivory Coast 
and Cameroon. In addition, 
Sudan, Niger, Kenya and Togo 
each received drug testing ktis 
worth between $200 and $300 
each last year. 

The United States is planning a 
$75,000 West African contrab- 
and customs school for Frisch- 
speaking Benin, Guinea, Niger, 
Senegal and Togo. A qmiigr one 
for English-speaking Nigeria and 
Ghana would cost $40,000, Un- 
ger says. 

Washington also is concerned 
about the stability of African 
nations, already weakened by 
floundering economies, unem- 
ployment and wtamiil debt. 

“What they (Americans) are 
trying to do is ensure the nitnatinn 
doesn't get worse — (that) drugs 
traffickers don’t take over gov- 
ernments as they have in South 
America,” the Dar Es Salaam- 
based diplomat said. 

There is hope the trafficking 
can be slowed down. 

In a continent where shady 
deals go together with high poli- 
tical office, African bigwigs are 
sh unning the illegal drugs busi- 
ness, Western diplomats say. 

“They know it can cause them 
problems,” said a Western diplo- 
mat in Nairobi “In fact, they are 
approaching ns for help. We find 
that encouraging." 


Which shop has the largest and cheapest coUectfcm of X-mas 
cards rids year? 

WE DO 

Amman Bookshop 


difficulties growing up with two 
conflicting identities — being a 
Palestinian and an Israeli — and 
of the separation of her family 
after the 1948 war. Although 
many Palestinians felt these con- 
flicts and difficulties there was a 
"passive reaction" to these prob- 
lems, Mar'i said. Even ds a child, 
she felt the need to “bring about 
a change.” 

Mar’i related an incident when 


overly sensitive to the feelings of 
Jews, she said. “Keeping my 
knowledge to myself, and not 
sharing it — it is disgraceful to me 
and to others.” In order for Jews 
and Palestinians to trust and re- 
spect each other, they must share 
their opinions even if it is painful, 
foe underscored. 

“Our problem is not social, it is 
political,” she said. “The prob- 
lem is in accepting foe fact that 


The fear of expressing one’s beliefs is at the core of the 
problems between Jews and Palestinians, Marl stressed. 
Palestinians must feel they can express their feelings 
without having to be overly sensitive to the feelings of 
Jews, she said. “Keeping my knowledge to myself, and 
not sharing it — It is disgraceful to me and to others.” In 
order for Jews and Palestinians to trust and respect each 
other, they must share their opinions even if it is painful, 
she underscored. 


she bad mailed a letter to then 
Prime Minister David Ben-Gu- 
rion, “telling him of foe agony of 
her family.” The letter never got 
to the prime minister, however! 
because her postman, fearing foe 
trouble it might cause, never sent 
it through. This incident troubled 
Mar’i because it illustrated foe 
fear of expressing oneself, she 
said. 

The fear of expressing one’s 
beliefs is at foe core of foe prob- 
lems between Jews and Palesti- 
nians. Mar’i stressed. Palestinians 
must feel they can express their 
feelings without having to be 


Palestinians have full rights to 
self-determination... The struggle 
is for our existence and not foe 
denial of the existence'' of foe 
state of Israel, she added. 

Dialogue between Palestinians 
and Jews is important, but it 
alone will not solve these prob- 
lems, Mar’i stressed. “Unless foe 
issues are addressed on a political 
level, dialogue wfl] die." 

Leah Shakdiel stated that she 
and many other Orthodox Jews in 
Israel have come to “understand 
that the welfare and prosperity, 
including the spiritual prosperity 
of foe Jewish state” is dependent 


on “learning to share the land.” 

Shakdiel said that many Israelis 
picture a society “which is Jew- 
ish, a male society, an Ashkenazi 
society. We have a hard time 
expanding our consciousness to a 
society which is men and women, 
Ashkenazi and Sephardi and Jew- 
ish and Arab.” 

“The Jewish state is in the 
Middle East and will be forever 
surrounded by Arab countries. 
Peace is an imperative if we want 
to survive in that part of foe 
world," she stressed. 

Shakdiel also spoke of the need 
for understanding and acceptance 
between Palestinians and Jews. It 
is “self-destructive to deny the 
existence of foe Palestinian peo- 
ple,” foe said. Respecting and 
accepting Palestinians “as foil hu- 
man beings, as having national 
aspirations and opinions that you 
might not like” is necessary to 
find a way “to promote foe wel- 
fare of both parties.” 

“Finally, what we are talking 
about is a two-state solution," she 
said. 

Asked how to bring about the 
changes in attitudes and percep- 
tions, Shakdiel said there is much 
woTk to be done in education. 
De-stereotyping and creating a 
broader concept of society in 
Israel is important, she noted. 
She pointed out that there is an 
openmindedness in the study of 
Judaism and said “we need to 
apply foe same openmindedness 
to the peace issue.” 


Third Charity March 

in Amman on Friday, November 17th, 1989 



In cooperation with; 
■ Bank of Jordan Ltd 


Under the patronage of 

Her Majesty Queen Noor al Hussein 

The Society for Care of Neurological Patients 
in Palestine Hospital 

and Al-Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation 
of the Physically Handicapped 
will sponsor 

The Third Annual Charity March 
in Amman on Friday, November 1 7th, 1 989 

For further information, please call 660 296 


Plaza Hotel ■ Ghadeer Water 


For aU your: 

PUcking r . : 

Air Fre^ht Fprwiffdfaig, 

. Customs Qbrmre, ■ 
IMor4frjAwr Service!, 

. " Tfckejdqg aod'-r^. 

. Reservation needs, ^ 

;i please cafl?_ 

AMIN KA WAR Sr SONS 
Abdel Haj&d-Shaiaf Street -V 


waaBF.\ 




1st Circle, Jabal 

.AtiiyfshGirts 

Tnkn nwy fa wvnflalite 

Opend^l2:0()^30 

- \ p.m. . . v *", ; 

&.3Q : pQdDJghi 

T eL 638968 • • 


iNPL'EST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, staraging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 



7 MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
/ cuisine in Amman. 


Tele ■— qjr ■■■ITefile 

Open daflylZDO -15-30 

yim-pjo 

Wadi Sa& Road- near Traffic 


Amman, Man 

Tel: 681922 


THE NAME 
YOU TRUST 


TOP QUALITY 

household 
appliances 


Electrolux | 


TEL 604671 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sheet, Yarmouk 
/ Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket ;. 
Mongolian Bartajutfor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
- Come and taste our 
specialities . 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
' p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 




CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN T0URJSM0 

Autbentte Chinese Port ' 

Korean Bw-B-Q 
Charcoal Fleming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m . 
£ 630p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Cirde 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


TTTiTrrr ; : II 


Special Executive Luncheons 

late away service 
’ available 

Open Daily 12£0-&30pm 
7J3Q-1U30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd ckde 


Tel-659519 659520 
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CNmm and Learn 
cuWnn crated toyovBdng. 
From 12 noon to Mdnight 
Al servad In rho super attractive 
Chinees decQraUoraoompianMntBd by 
our tine Weetem band. 

Moo, an|oy a coctoafl or plan dt who « 
a dtoeout price dutrn happy house 


r«t rmntm 


Lv'Sr’i 




AL SABEEL 

HOTEL FLATS 


Tei. 630571 , P.O.Box 2206 

I— Conveniently located behind 
the Turkish Embassy in Jabal 
Amman, 2nd Cirde, with easy 
access to commercial centres 
and tourist sites. 

— ideal for businessmen and 
visitors alike: 

— Comfortably furnished suites 
with seif-catering facilities, T.V, 
and serviced daily. 
























Economy 


Tunisian president wants debt 
relief schemes on wider scale 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Tunisian President Zine 
AI Abidine Ibn All said Monday that middle-income 
countries who are striving to improve their econo- 
mies should be included in debt relief programmes. 


In an address to the U.N. 
General Assembly, the president 
welcomed debt restructuring 
plans for developing nations but 
said there was no reason coun- 
tries that had instituted substan- 
tial reforms should be excluded 
from ;ch benefits. 

Consideration should be paid 
in this respect to the huge efforts 
they are exerting to improve their 
economies, ensure success for 
their development plans and hon- 
our their commitments while re- 
lying upon their sole potentiali- 
ties," he said. 

; “We call again for the conven- 
ing of an international conference 
to examine the question of inde- 
btedness," he added. 


Tunisia, which is spending ab- 
out $923 million annually to ser- 
vice its debt, has appealed for a 
ceding of between 15 and 25 per 
cent of export revenues and a 
reduction or e liminati on of in- 
terest rates of public loans. 

The country's poor rains and a 
locust plague, which have devas- 
tated the agricultural sector, are 
blamed for cutting economic 
growth to 1.6 per cent in 1988 
after 5.8 per cent in 1987. 

Tunisia also has taken steps 
towards liberation, especially in 
reducing customs duties on raw 
materials and capital goods, but 
two years of drought have limited 
the government’s margin of man- 
oeuvre in tackling the sensitive 


Major powers urge free 
world trade rules 


HAKONE, Japan (AP) — Trade 
ministers of four major economic 
powers ended two days of talks 
here Tuesday, calling for im- 
proved enforcement of free trade 
rules under the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 

While differences of opinion 
among the United States, Cana- 
da, Japan and the European 
Community (EC) remained unre- 
solved after the informal talks, 
there was a clear consensus on 
the need to improve trade disci- 
pline under GATT, the ministers 
told reporters. 

1 “About $1 trillion in global 
tirade is not covered or is inade- 
quately covered by trade rales," 
said U.S. Trade Representative 
Carla mis. 

[ “We need good, clear, enforce- 
able rules... and dear procedural 
rales so, we have a clear system 
for resolving disputes,” Hills 
said. 

“We need vast improvement in 
tfie dispute settlement system, 
which is inadequate, to put it 
kindly," Canadian Trade Minis- 
ter John Crosbie agreed. 

• Officials participating in the 
talks said successful conclusion of 
the current Uruguay Round of 
GATT trade talks would depend 
on giving the Geneva-based trade 
watchdog group greater power to 


enforce its decisions. 

Tuesday’s talks centred on en- 
forcement of rales on exports, 
anti-dumping measures and set- 
tlement of disputes within the 
GATT, officials said. 

At the heart of GATT enforce- 
ment problems is the threat of 
onilatera] actions by some GATT 
members embroiled in bilateral 
disputes, said the officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

“Three of the trade minsiteis 
expressed strong concern over 
imflateraHsm . _ _ although DO fin- 
gers were pointed," said a senior 
Japanese official who also spoke 
on condition of anonymity, ail tid- 
ing to possible protectionist mea- 
sures by the United States under 
the “Super 301" clause in its 
trade legislation. 

U.S. officials have said slow 
progress in bilateral trade talks 
with Japan carries the risk of 
retaliatory action — a threat that 
other nations say would violate 
GATT’s multilateral framework. 

EC Vice President Frans 
Andriesson told reporters here 
that Super 301 sanctions were the 
“basic enemy” of GATT. 

EC officials sought to reassure 
other delegations that the EC 
would not impose its own un- 
ilateral actions in policies tailored 
for unification of EC markets in 
1992. 
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Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 


Bar Scfl 

638.0 644.0 
1006.1 1016.2 


Demschemart 
Swiss franc 
French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
DotCfa piillirr 
Swedish crown 
frafian lira (for 100) . 
Belgian franc (fr>r 10) 


m s^sbi 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.5830/40 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1695/705 

Canadian dollar 


1.8550/57 

Deutschemarks 


2.0933/40 

Dutch guilders 


1.6378/88 

Swiss francs 


38.91/94 

Belgian francs 


6.2950/3000 

French francs 


1357/1358 

Italian lire 


143.70/80 

Japanese yen 


6.4650/700 

Swedish crowns 


6.9450/500 

Norwegian crowns 


7.2000/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

391.00/391.40 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — A rise in the price of gold and a $1.74 billion bid for 
IEL created buying interest and the All Ordinaries index rose 0.5 
to 1,633.6. 

TOKYO — The Nikkei rose 18.52 to a record close of 35,768.64 in 
active trade but with no special factors influencing the market. 
HONG KONG — Light local buying focusing on second and third 
liners nudged Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index op 13.25 points to 
dose at 2,779.58 in lacklustre trade. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed marginally easier in thin 
trading. The Straits Times industrial index shed 3. 19 points to end 
at 1,333.25. 

BOMBAY — Closed for holiday. 

FRANKFURT — German shares slumped as mar ket euphoria 
linked to East Germany’s decision to open its borders faded. Tire 
DAX index slumped 1.8 per cent to 1,503.85. 

ZURICH — ■ Swiss shares dosed lower. The all-share index fell 
11.7 to 1,092.8 points. 

PARIS — French share prices were weaker by midsesaon, as 
interest faded in stocks expected to benefit from events in West 
Germany. The CAC-40 index was 3.06 points lower at 1,816.45 by 
1220 GMT. 

LONDON — Shares were firm in quiet business with Wall Street 
firm on hopes o f an ea ring of credit by the Federal Reserve. By 
1546 GMT the FTSE 100 was 3.0 points np at 2^21 6.2. 

NEW YORK — The stock market showed little change with 
economic news providing more evidence of a slowing in the U.S. 
economy. Hie Dow was up three at 2630. 


issue of food subsidies. 

In bis General Assembly 
address as well as a talk to Afri- 
can nations afterwards, Ibn Ali 
called on North African countries 
to go beyond “patching-up" op- 
erations and adopt a radical re- 
form of the wortd economy in 
conjunction with developing na- 
tions. 

“We have constantly called for 
the improvement of the monetary 
situation throughout the world, 
which represents a major obstacle 
impeding the achievement of our 
legitimate aspirations for de- 
velopment and progress,” he 
said. 

Reducing subsidies 

On the domestic front, the 
T unisian government aims to cut 
die cost of food subsidies within 
three or four years to 1.5 per cent 
of gross domestic product (GDP) 


from about four per cent in 1989, 
an official spokesman has said. 

The subsidies fund will spend 
377 million dinars ($394 million) 
in 1989 to bridge the gap between 
the cost of buying on the interna- 
tional market and the receipts 
from local sales, the spokesman 
for the national economy ministry 
said. 

The government has forecast 
that GDP in 1989 will be about 
9,460 million dinars ($9,690 mil- 
lion). 

The government raised the 
prices o? bread, rice, sugar and 
most other subsidies foods in 
August in an attempt to hold 
down costs, which have risen 
sharply in line with prices o the 
international market 

To cut costs further the govern- 
ment can either raise prices again 
or cany out a proposal to limit 
sales of subsidies foods to people 
on low incomes. 

Mouildi Zouaoui, the secretary 



Moscow plans to help Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Soviet Union plans to help Iraq with a 
15-year economic and technical programme costing buttons of 
dollars, a senior Soviet official has said. Abel Aganbegyan, head 
of the economic council of the Soviet State Council, told a news 
conference that experts from the two countries had held a series 
of mee tings on the programme. It envisages expanding the 
capacity of the national grid to supply electricity to all parts of 
Iraq, developing the oil industry and improving irrigation 
systems. Aganbegyan could not give a precise figure on the cost, 
but econo mic experts said the projects would be worth billions of 
dollars. He said the Soviet Union sought a sharp rise m 
non- milit ary trade with Iraq, which was worth $2.2 billion in 1988. 

Israel expects fall in arms industry 

TEL AVIV (AP) — : Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin expects 
Israel's military exports to fall due to a world-wide reduction in 
tensions and urged weapons industries to develop civ ilian 
products. “With defence budgets being cut all over the world, 
Israel will no longer be able to maintain annnal exports of $1.7 
billion worth of military products,” Rabin said in an address at the 
Weizman Institute of Science. Rabin said defence sales constitute 
one-third of all industrial exports. He urged die Weizman 
Institute and other research facilities to “play a key role in 
developing sophisticated civilian products that would allow 
Israel’s industries to re main in business. Last year, defence 
exports readied S1.47 billion, including $400 millio n in sales to 
the United States. 

Investcorp makes share placement 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain-based Arabian Investment R anking 
Corporation (Investcorp) has said it would privately place $135 
million of shares in three European luxury goods fir m s with its 
Gulf clients. The bank said in a statement the placement package, 
covering shares in Italian fashion house Guccio Gucci, Parisian 
jeweller Chaumet et Cte and watchmaker Breguet S.A., would 
not involve a change of control in any of these firms. “The 
investments are being offered to Investcorp’s in-house funds and a 
certain number of individual and institutional financial investors, 
who are current clients,” it said. 

Newspaper reports largest’ gold find 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) — Danish and Canadian 
geologists have discovered a gold find on Greenland, reportedly 
one of the largest ever found, a Danish newspaper has reported. 
JyUands-Posten said die gold find is located on Greenland's east 
coast, concentrated on four square kilometres, which would make 
it easy to extract Greenland is a semi-independent part of 
Denmark. The paper compared the size of the gold find to the 
mines in South Africa, one of the world's biggest gold producer. 
The extraction of the gold could start in five years, said the daily, 
adding that scientists calculated they would be able to dig out 12 
tons of the precious metal yearly. 



“This stuff brightens the laundry! 
Maybe it will brighten 
your personality!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, . 
one letter to each square, to torn I 11 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, 88 sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles CHAMP 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BUILT KILLER POETRY 
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‘Egypt, Jordan and UAE are overbanked ■ 


of state in the minis try, said at tiie 
weekend that the government 
also planned to encourage 
domestic production of wheat, 
mfllc and cotton by liberalising 
the marketing procedures and 
slapping a tax on imported pow- 
dered milk, from which most milk 
is reconstituted. 

Milk and wheat marketing are 
now state monopolies. 

The extra cotton production 
would go to tiie Tunisian textile 
industry and increase tiie value 
added on textile imports. 

Textiles are a major Tunisian 
export but the sector relies main- 
ly on imported yam and doth. 


BAHRAIN (R) — A senior Arab 
banker said Tuesday that Egypt, 
Jordan and tiie United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) had too many banks 
and recommended mergers. 

“The Arab World as a whole is 
not overbanked, although some 
countries like the UAE, Jordan 
and Egypt are,” said Adnan Al 
Hindi, secretary-general of the 
Beirut-based Union of Arab 
Banks (UAB). 


“We are calling for mergers 
inside those countries,” of small 
private banks, be told r eport er s 
m B ahrain at the end of a three- 
day UAB conference. 

The UAB group 275 Arab 
banks. 

UAB economist Makram Sad- 
er said there was an average of 
036 banks per 10,000 people in 
the Arab World, compared with 
03-1.00 in developing nations. 


The UAE had 2.1 banks per 
10,000 people while the banking 
centre of Bahrain bad 1.14, ex- 
cluding offshore banking units. 

Al Hindi said UAB delegates 
decided to urge Arab and foreign 
governments to separate banking 
from politics. 

In reply to a question from a 
re porter, he said UAB opposed 
tire freezing of Libyan and Ura- 
nian assets in tire United States. 


“In order to protect coopera- 
tion between international ami 
Arab banks, participants seek 
that banking business be sepa- 
rated fro m all factors that may. 
affect it such as politics,” ire said. 

The meeting also decided to 
urge Arab governments to try to 
alter an international 1988 Bade 
ac cor d which (justified. all Arab 
states except Saudi Arabia as a 
high credit ride. 


S. Korea acts to stimulate industries 


SEOUL (AP) — The govern- 
ment Tuesday announced 
emergency measures designed to 
s timula te South Korea’s sluggish 
economy, ranging from cuts in 
interest rates to special loans for 
export industries. 

In a joint news conference, 
four economic ministers said the 
rediscount rates at South Korea's 
central bank, the Bank of Korea, 
were slashed immediately to 
seven per cent, down one percen- 
tage point from the current eight 
per cent a year. 

The ministers of economic 
planning, finance, trade and in- 


dustry and labour said commer- 
cial banks would be asked to 
lower their prime rates by the 
same' margin. 

The ministers also said a spe- 
cial $1.48 billion loan fund would 
be created to promote investment 
in production facilities. The loan 
carries an animal interest rate of 
eight per cent. 

One half of the fund will be 
provided to small companies, 
with the other half earmarked for 
export industries and high-tech- 
nology development, they said. 

Economic Planning Minister 
Gho Soon said last week that 


South Korea needs extensive me- 
asures to boost its economy, 
which he .said “may phmge into 
an irrecoverable stage nnlem 
proper actions are taken 
urgently.” 

Despite tire strong concerns of 
the business community, tire gov- 
ernment previously had mam- 
tamed tire economy was still in 
good shape and called its sag 
“seasonal.” . 

Business circles welcomed tire 
decision Thesday as a major shift 
in the government’s economic 
policy but said it was not strong 
enough to bail out the smiting 


Estonia to set up own currency 


MOSCOW (R) — Estonia, 
pushing for more economic and 
political independence from Mos- 
cow, aims to set up its own 
separate currency for the first 
time since the small Baltic repub- 
lic was absorbed into the Soviet 
Union in 1940. 

"The government held a spe- 
cial meeting to consider this ques- 
tion and agreed in principle to 
introduce a national currency,” 
an Estonian government spokes- 
man has said. 

The move, one of the most 
dramatic developments in Esto- 
nia’s drive for more independ- 
ence from Moscow, was 
announced on the republic’s tele- 
vision by Prime Minister Indrek 
Toome after the meeting in tiie 
capital, Tallinn , 

A local journalist said a name 
had not been formally decided for 
tire new currency “fait it is 99 per 


cent sure they will bring back the 
name krone (crown).” 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the Kremlin, which said 
that several laws adopted recently 
in Estonia and the other Baltic 
republics shook! be dropped sinoe 
they were in conflict with the 
Soviet constitution. 

Although final details about tire 
currency, including date of its 
introduction, have been put to a 
commissioa, tire decision to pro- 
ceed with it means visitora from 
elsewhere in tire Soviet Union 
will have to change roubles into 
local money if they want to shop, 
or stay in tire republic. 

It would make Estonia the first 
of the 15 Soviet republics to have 
its currency and could prompt 
neighbouring Latvia and 
Lithuania to follow suit. 

The Estonian government, in 
an apparent attempt not to agger 


Moscow, had initially decided cm 
a co mpr o m ise measure of paying 
workers partly in special coupons 
with which they could buy scarce 
goods. 

Local econo mi sts say they need 
a separate currency to stop goods 
disappearing from Estonian 
shops, which are already well- 
stocked by Soviet standards, after 
the republic gains tire right to ran 
its own economy from the start of 
tire next year. 

However, Toome said the gov- 
ernment had decided to skip this 


to a full-blown currency. 

In the meantime, tire govern- 
ment is studying other possible 
ways to protect local consumers 
and prevent goods being taken 
out of the republic after Jan. 1 
next year, he told Estonian televi- 
sion viewers. ' 


economy. . 

Government officials worry 
that a fag cm in bank interest 
rates or rapid economic changes 
wifl provoke inflati on. 

Since President Roh Tae-Woo 
took office in February 1988, the 
government has tried to keep a 
low-profile in its economic policy, 
while introducing broad political 
and social r e forms . 

Prime Minister Kang Yonng- 
Hoon directed top security offi- 
cials Tuesday to end violent and 
illegal labour strikes. 

Kang, and .other officials -agree 
South Korea’s economy cannot' 
rebound without checking tiie 
labour unrest that has battered 
many South Korean companies 
over the past two years, intermit- 
tently disrupti ng operations, in . 
major industries such as shjp- 
buflding, anto manufacturing ahd 
transportation. 

Recently, gove r nm ent officials, 
have voiced concerns about the 
unrest, with some contending vio- 
lent labour disputesare instigated 
by lefitsts trying to overthrow the 
government 

Government measures prop- 
osed Tuesday indude plans to 
devalue tire Korean won, a cam- 
paign to combat protracted 
labour unrest and excessive con- 
snmptkm and a special committee 
aimed at enhancing productivity. 

The won appreciated 15.8 per 
cent last year against the dollar, 
under strong U.S. pressure, and 
Korean business organisations 
have called for the government’s 
intervention to halt toe apprecia- 
tion. 



When mixing dog food 
in a bowl, the water 
can either be put in 
first or added last. 


Who cares? 


MlTtTC I WOULDN'T 
TAKE THAT RpADJ 
1 FI WERE/— -d 



tW 

STOOIOI *T£fMIQtfc I IQ 


I'VE TREATS C> MUM TO SOME 
VWUJWER, PET. IW\GCHNS , 
TO SURPRISE HER AN& STICK 
rr UP FORMS? 

WHILE SHE'S 
AWflYON -r— ' 
HER TRIP— 1 


Answer What ttw called those two porcupines— 
A PWCKLY “PAIR” 
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tickets,!© E. Germany 


iondon(ai 

dcraiitfeonties, 
the opening a 
border whhtfie 
East Hoc Mgh 
ftnraWoridQl 

officiate satdJM 


by giving its 
>9F 5,000 tickets 
1 f&rofifa Vienna, 

anday; 

> for tbe'worid 


body socce^^EFA, said the Au- 

sedans had "acted. very quickly” 
ta -haad pvj& the tickets to me 
East Gcnufla soccer federation 
for distrifcition for Wednesday 
night's cradal group 3 qualifying 
nwteh Jiewjwieir the two nations. 

dSd not anticipate this 
situation^*’ FIFA spokesman 
Girido Tognoni said. M tn the past, 
no tickets were available” for 
East Germans to attend games in 
'tfae : West. • • -■ 



BY CHARLES OOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

©tW# TdtMM Mw» HMM. Inc. 


f ONE FOE THE PRICE OF TWO 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

_ fXJ 96 . . 

<7 10 S3 

. 0 A 9 2 

*A9 

'.WEST — EAST 

*854 *732 

9-7 : 9 I J 9 5 2 

0 Q 10 6 3 0 7 4 

• ♦ K "8 6 4 3 4QJ10 

SOUTH 

* A Q W 
.. 9 AM 

0 K1S5 

# 752 
The bidding: 

South ' West North East 

1 0 Pass 1 9 Pass 

I NT Pass 3 NT Pan 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of * 

. U is sometimes very difficult not 
to take tricks when the opportunity 
presents itself. On .. occasion, 
though, it can be very costly to grab 
-them, - -r •• - - 

- The auction was routine. With a 
balanced hand of sound opening- 
bid strength fadng ah announced 
opening bid. North had an easy 
raise to thied no tramp. 

'West made thf Mniroial a 

•spade (we find fourth-best of your 


longest and strongest to be more 
effective in the long run!). Declarer 

won in hand and, with eigh t fast 
tricks available, decided to try for 
the ninth in hearts. She cashed the 
ace and con tinned the suit to learn 
the bad news when West pitched a 
diamooJ on the second round. East 
won cheaply and. shifted to the 
queen of dubs, continuing the suit 
when declarer hdd up. 

Reading the hand perfectly, de- 
clarer cashed her remaining spade 
tricks as East discarded a heart and 
West a dub. She returned to hand 
with the king of diamonds and exit- 
ed with her last dub. West could not 
resist the temptation of rising with 
the king of dubs to casb his remain- 
ing dab. But then ha had to lead 
away from Us queen of diamonds 
into declarer's combined ace-jack 
teuace. Making three-odd. 

West should never have end- 
played himself. If be simply plays 
. low on the third dub. East will win. 
Since declarer must protect against 
East’s hearts, declarer has to discard 
a diamond from the board on this 
trick. So East simply exits with a* 
diamond to dummy's now bare ace 
and wins the last two tricks with his 
king-jack of hearts— down one. 


THE Dally Crossword 


by Betty Jo tgenaqa 



ACROSS 
' 1 Raimi 
1 5. Beauty parlor 
ib Roughage 
' 14* — Mountain*. 
USSR - - 

•iS Investigate 

JB Fr. composer 
17 Unbalanced 

20 Assuage 
.hunger 

21 Mountains, 
• USSR _ • 

22 WoraMp 

23 Acne 


24 Instants 

28 Boundaries 

29 A.CbapDn • 

30 Bank deal 

31 Pungent-.— - 

32 Country ^ ‘ 
monogram - 

35 Embarrassed 
-39 : Be ve r age - 
40 Kingly 
41: dive- genua 
42 '■ Luge - 
43 Soothing 
45 Mora shrewd. 

49 Factual. . . 

50 Marriage. 

51 Sandwich 
• store 

62 Tumult ■ 



®«BD Tribune Uadi Service*, lac 


10 Sticker? 

11 Boca FL 

12 Vigilant 

13 Bumps 
IS Resign 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


60 Made, public. = 24 Mushroom' 1 

61 Be In the van 25 — years 
.82 'Actress:-/ - (eldeity). 

Patricia 2$ Robert or Alan 

63 Mannar - • 27 S le w . . 

64 Camera eye~ . 28 First or ' 


- DOWN 

1 Fabricated 

2 Essayist 

3 Endure 

4 One to one 
lor one 

5 FH* and - - 
.'starts. • 

6 M elo df e a - 
TLm 

B Kimono belt 

B Beak 


. 29 Group of eight 
81 Wrath 
32 Brains 
33 r $trifce one as 
34 K Ap 

36 ^wjnth ~ 

Night" duke 

37 Atr. river ":. 

88 Coward 

43 Deceive 

44 Track 


nnran nnnra nnnnn 
□nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnannnnnni nannun 
nnnnnnra nnnnnran 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnn onmi nnn 
□nnn nnnnn nnnn 
ruin nnnnn nnnnn 
non nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnran nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nannnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn mnn nnnn 


45 Khartoum's 
land 

48 Licorice 
flavoring 

47 View 

48 Outspoken 
48 Uprise 

51 Small boat 


B8KM| 

52 Rt to — 

53 School VIP 

54 Bookmaker's 
quote 

56 Household 
members 

57 Snaffle 

58 Entirety 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 



Prospects for joint Olympic games in Berlin get boost 


Fans of away teams normally 
are given a percentage of tickets 
for all Tnfyrwfl fifY ^ ial games under 
HFA’s jurisdiction. 

Tognoni said the problem now 
was to stop thousands more East 
Germans converging on Vienna 
for the group 3 game which will 
decide which, if either, of die two 
nations advances to the World 
Gap fin*!* in Italy next Jane. 

**We have sent a telex to die 
East German soccer federation 
asking it to make a public 
appeal in the press that those 
without tickets do not enter the 
stadium,” Tognoni said in a tele- 
phone interview. “We just don't 
know how many East Germans 
will want to go.” 


By Adrian Warner 

Reuter 

BONN — The crumbling of the 
Berlin Wall has given/ a major 
boost to hopes that East and 
West Berlin might stage the 
Olympic games together in 2004, 
leading sports officials said on 
Monday. 

West Germany already plan- 
ned to put the city on top of its list 
of summer games candidates if 
the East-West German political 
situation made a joint games 
feasible. 

The political upheavals in East 
Germany have transformed what 
were just hopeful dreams a few 
months ago into a realistic possi- 
bility, officials said. 

Berlin last staged the games in 
1936 when black American Jesse 
Owens won four gold medals and 
upstaged what Hitler had in- 
tended as a showcase for his 
notions of Aryan supremacy. 

“The recent developments 
have certainly put wind in the 
sails of die idea of East and West 
Berlin bolding the games, West 


World Cup 


Germany's veteran International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) mem- 
ber Willi Da ume told Reuters. 

‘Tve always thought of it as 
being a very realistic idea. But 
let’s not get too hasty, there is a 
long way to go yet. They are 15 
years away,” added Danme, chief 
organiser of the 1972 Munich 
Olympics, the last held on Ger- 
man soil. 

“I can imagine the idea will 
receive good support in tb£ IOC 
which has always aimed to foster 
humanitarian action and world 
peace. For instance, they have 
always supported the idea of a 
joint East- West German Olympic 
team." 

East and West Germany en- 
tered combined teams at the 
1956, 1960 and 1964 Olympics 
before competing separately for 
the first time in 1968. 

East Germany's newly-found 
openness, manifested by last 
week's decision to allow its 
citizens to travel freely out of the 
country, has also moved to the 
field of sport. 

Last week it admitted for the 
first time that some of its athletes 


had tested positive for banned 
performance-enhancing drugs. 

In the past East Germany, one 
of the world's big medal-winning 
nations at summer and winter 
games, vehemently denied that 
its sports stars took drugs. 

The Communist state is keen in 
cash in more on the success of its 
athletes on the increasingly lucra- 
tive international circuit and also 
realises that the Olympic could 
help its economy. 

East German Athletics Asso- 
ciation chief Heinz Kadow said 
the country would send athletes 
to all of next year’s European' 
grand prix meetings and hoped to 
earn around SI million from their 
appearance money and victory 
bonuses. 

The national soccer team 
would also stop off in Kuwait 
during a training trip at the end of 
January and earn what soccer 
officials called “five-figure” sum 
in an exhibition match. 

East Germany’s National 
Olympic Committee spokesman 
Volker Kluge said joint Berlin 
games were “not implausible” 
and called for intensive talks ab- 


out the advantages and disadvan- 
tages for both countries. 

Hie East German city of Leip- 
zig was also a possible Olympic 
candidate, he said. 

West Berlin has already set up 
bodies to promote the city’s 
Olympic bid which has $he foil 
hnrinng of the city council and 
Mayor Walter Momper. 

Danme said it would receive 
the full support of aO other West 
German cities competing for the 
West German candidature. 

"All the competing cities 
agreed way before last week’s 
developments that they would 
stand (town and back Berlin total- 
ly if there was a real chance,” 
Daume said. 

"But no-one of course conid 
have predicted how fast thing * 
have gone in the last week. We 
have no plans to hdd immediate 
talks with the East Germans bat 
obviously there will be discus- 
sions in the future.” 

In the past, Olympic games 
have often been used by countries 
from the East and West to boast 
their political as well as sporting 


Europeans calculate their chances 


By Timothy Codings 
Renter 

LONDON — Strong nerves and 
pocket calculators will be re- 
quired all over Europe on 
Wednesday when the continent’s 
leading soccer powers attempt to 
secure their places in next year’s 
World Cup finals. 

On a night of tense showdowns 
in six of the seven qualifying 
groups, the European line-up for 
next summer’s 24-nation tourna- 
ment in Italy should be finally 
resolved although it may need a 
slide rule to complete the list of 13 
European nations to join those 
already assured of their invita- 
tions. 

Only Sweden, England, 
Yugoslavia, Spain and Belgium 
are already guaranteed their pas- 
sages to Italy along with Brazil, 
Uruguay, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
South Korea and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

The rest, mchirfing such tradi- 
tional powers as the Soviet Un- 
ion, West Germany and 1988 
European champions, the 
Netherlands, have still to confirm 
their bookings by taking points 
from their final ties on a night of 
12 matches. 

West Germany, twice winners 
and three-times beaten finalists 
including defeat by Argentina in 
Mexico three years ago, require a 
dear victory over Wales in Col- 
ogne to secure their place in Italy 

outright- 

But, with the two best second- 
placed teams from groups one, 
two and four assured of reserva- 
tions, they could also go through 
as group four runners-up if they 
are narrowly beaten and Roma- 
nia lose at home to Denmark in 
their group one showdown in 
Bucharest earlier in the day. 

West German manager Franz 
Beckenbauer, aware of possible 
problems if his players relaxed 
before the game, has stressed that 
hfs team must play to win regard- 
less of the outcome of the Danes 
visit to Romania. 

“Our p rep ar a ti ons has been 
aimed at tire fact that we must 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in -Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call Wael Real 
Estate 

Tel: 685342, 681787 


win. It would be better if the 
Bucharest result keeps it that way 
so that we have total concentra- 
tion from the first second of the 
match.” 

The Netherlands, who lead 
West Germany in group four, will 
also secure their place if they 
triumph at home to Finland in a 
match which has required high 
security preparations including 
random metal detector checks 
and huge safety nets behind the 
goals. 

Two years ago, Dutch qual- 
ification for the European cham- 
pionship finals was threatened 
after a firework thrown from the 
crowd fait the Cypriot goalkeeper 
during a qualifying tie. The match 
was eventually re-played behind 
locked doors and the Dutch qual- 
ified comfortably and went on to 
take the title. 

The Soviet Union also need a 
victory to complete their qual- 
ification from group three, but 
should have lime difficulty fo beat- 
ing second-placed Turkey in Sim- ' 
feropol. 

For the Turks, defeat would 
spell elimination and the winners 
of Austria’s home tie against East 
Germany would join the Soviet 
Union in the finals. If both 
matches end in draws, intricate 
calculations will be required. 

The outcome of group one will 
be decided outright in Romania 
where Denmark wfl] qualify as 
group winners if they avoid de- 
feat. If they lose, the Danes only 
hope is of an unlikely passage as 
one of tire best runners-up. 

Sratiand, having q ualifi ed for 


the last four finals tournaments, 
should make it five in a row by 
beating Norway in Glasgow. But 
such is the unpredictable nature 
of the Scots. France could still be 
given a late opportunity to over- 
haul them by beating Cyprus on 
Saturday to qualify. 

Groups six and seven are 


equally complex with Spain and 
Belgium already through and Ire- 
land, in group sax, needing just a 
point from their visit to Malta to 
join them and Portugal, in seven, 
chasing a four-goal winning mar- 
gin over Czechoslovakia to oust 
them and go through as section 
runners-up. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, two bathrooms, large and 
modem kitchen, dining room, separate central heating, central 
antenna. , .. _ 

Location: Sweifieh 

Pis. call 821387 


DELUXE FURNISHED ROOF 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of two rooms, two bathrooms, large kitchen, salon 
and dining room, telephone, TV and Video, separate water and 
electricity meters, four balconies. Area including the balconies 
' 350 square metres. - 

• Tel. 827099 


FOUR FLATS FOR RENT 

All in one building. Abdoun area. Private entrance 
and garage. Preference for rent of all four together. 

For more information contact: 

Telephone No. 818731 
Or 

No. 818090 (guard of building) 


'■ " Learn The Art Of Arabic Cooking ■ 

An extensive course in English for teaching the art of oriental 
cooking, including a selection, of Lebanese dishes, pies and 
appetizers, as well as some Arabic sweets. 

The course is supervised by a specialised chef. 

Course duration: 12 hours. Fees: JD 50. 

For more information and for registration: Call Hala 
Foundation, Tel. 665815 


STEFANEL FASHIONS 

Announces the opening of its winter season with 
new shipment of the famous Italian women’s and 
girls’ clothes. 




A five-level English conversational 
course designed for speakers of the 
Arabic language 

LEARN TO CONDUCT 
BUSINESS IN 
"AMERICAN” ENGLISH 

• STUDY AT HOME 

M YOUR SPARE TIME 
increase yoar Enjjtaii business vocabulary. 
Uadeffimsd the inside workings of American 
busmess. Use curate* to communicate with 
our faculty. 

• EASY STEP-BY-STEP 


Complete set of audio tapes included! 

Just complete this coupon or FAX us at 
<305)429-1531 tor more in forma ti on 


SrilFANil. 


Housing Bank Complex/2nd floor 
Opposite Children World/tel. 685152 
Open from 9:00 a.m. till 10:00 p.m. 


] Am m c iCam TViln On p o rwi pn. 
* fc w nikim l DrnUna 
I 4W9 Nenti Fodml Kfebway 
[ Pompano Beach, Pknda >3004 USA 


power. s tage some of the events at last 

South Korea offered Common- year’s Seoul Olympics but the 
ist North Korea the chance to proposal was rejected. 

Olympic gold medal 
winner dead at 25 


MONTREAL (AP) — Victor 
Davis, the Canadian swimmer 
who won an Olympic gold medal 
in 1984 and held the world’s 
record in the 200-metre breast- 
stroke for seven years, died Mon- 
day of injuries from being hit by a 
car. He was 25. 

Davis was one erf Canada’s 
most successful and colourful 
swimmers, a strapping young 
man who once said he wanted to 
be remembered as “the greatest 
breaststroker who ever lived" — 
and came dose to achieving that 
ambition. 

He won a gold and two stiver 
medals at the 1984 Olympics, a 
silver medal as part of a relay 
team at the 1988 games in Seoul 
and numerous Commonwealth 
and Canadian champio nship s. 

He was declared clinically dead 
after spending two days in a coma 
after the car accident, said Jac- 

r t Charbonnean, a spokesman 
Notre-Dame Hospital. 
“Canada has lost a treasure, an 
important natural reso ur ce," said 
Clifford Barry, who coached 
Davis from boyhood Until his 
retirement from competitive 
swimming last July. 

Funeral services were to be 
held in Guelph, Ontario, Davis’ 
home town. No date was set 
because his family requested that 


bis organs be used ; for transplants 
and was uncertain when the body 
would be available. 

Davis suffered a several skull 
fracture, brain and spinal damage 
and multiple bruises early Satur- 
day moraine when hit by a car 
while standing in the street in. 
suburban Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue 
after what his girlfriend, Donna 
Ohtvel, said was an altercation 
with three men. 

Family and friends have ques- 
tioned a police etoti»TTicnt riiaf the 
incident was a traffic accident and 
have hired a criminal lawyer to, 
investigate. r. 

Gavel, 22, said Davis had 
argued with three young men; 
who bad been drinking heavily.. 
She alleged that the men drove 
straight at Davis and hit him,- 
tbrowing him some 10 metres 
head-fiitt into a parked car. The. 
men then drove away, she said. 

“I don't know if they were 
playing chicken or whatever," 
she said. “Hie doctor said tbe- 
damage was the same as falling, 
from a four- or five-story 
building.” 

Police said Saturday that the' 
fatal accident was not considered 
a hit-and-run because the driver, 
a 19-year-old man, reported ink-; 
mediately to a nearby police sta- 
tion. 


Which shop has all the new bestsellers in town? 


WE DO 


Amman Bookshop 


FOR RENT 

Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, next to the Kuwaiti Embassy. 

A ground floor apartment Three bedrooms — one master, three 
bathrooms, large open dining-living rooms and salon, big 
kitchen. Total area 320 square metres, centrally heated. Veran- 
da, garage, garden and laundry room. 

For details please call owner 674708 


WANTED 


Korean dishes cook to work for a Korean company in 
Jordan. Preference will be given to those who worked for 
Korean companies previously. 

Food and accommodation provided. A very good salary. 

Please call 605332, 667331 Amman. 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Zarqa Wastewater Project 

Rebidding Tender 73/89/Central 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan 
from the European Investment Bank towards the cost of 
the Zarqa Wastewater l project and intends to apply part 
of the proceeds of this loan to eligible payments under the 
contract for which this invitation to tender is issued. 

The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
through the Government Tenders Directorate invites 
experienced firms of contractors from member states of 
the European Economic Community, Switzerland, Austria, 
Japan or the United States of America and contractors in 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, who have been 
qualified as First Class Water and Sewerage Contractors 
by the Ministry of Public Works and Housing of Jordan, to 
submit bids for the supply, construction and completion of 
tender 73/89/Central Al Hashemieh Sewerage Project. 

Tenders are due not later than 1330, Jordan local time, on 
Wednesday November 29th, 1989 at the Government 
Tenders Directorate, Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing. 

Tender documents may be examined and purchased by 
any eligible bidder on submission of a written application 
to the Tenders Division of the Water Authority, P.O. Box 
2412, Amman, Jordan, Telex 22439 WAJ JO, Fax 679143, 
and the payment of a non-refundabie fee of JD 100 for 
each set of the tender documents. 

Chairman of the Central Tenders Committee 
Director/Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Salem Kudah 
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iWAPO wins Namibian 
ire- independence polls 


WINDHOEK (R) — The nationalist party SWAPO 
won the Namibian independence elections, accord- 
ing to unofficial results Tuesday, but doubts re- 
mained that It had gained a two-thirds majority to 
pash through its own constitution. 


The leftist South West Africa 
People's Organisation, which 
fought a 23-year- long bush war 
against South African rule of the 
huge desert territory, moved into 
a commanding position after 
votes were counted from its 
northern stronghold of Ovambo. 

Results showed that in Ovam- 
bo, where half the population of 
Namibia lives, SWAPO had 
crashed its mail] rival, the centrist 
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance 
(DTA). 

The vote is for a constituent 
assembly which will guide Nami- 
bia to independence next year, 
ending 74 years of South African 
rule. 

SWAPO had hoped for a two- 
thirds majority in the elections to 
enable it to write its own constitu- 
tion. 

- That goal is theoretically still 
within reach because absentee 
and delayed ballots have still to 
be counted. 

But the unofficial results 
showed it was increasingly unlike- 
ly and SWAPO looked set to 
emerge from the poll with about 
40 seats in the 72-seat assembly. 

- SWAPO’s performance in 
Ovambo, where it won 197,000 
votes against the DTA’s 9,0C3, 
reversed a lacklustre showing in 


most other areas of the territory 
on the west coast of southern 
Africa. 

Failure to reach the two-thirds 
figure means that SWAPO 
would have to negotiate with 
other parties, notably the DTA. 
on the constitution for independ- 
ence. 

But there was no sign of dis- 
appointment among SWAPO 
supporters as the results came in. 

Minutes after the Ovambo re- 
sult was announced, cars packed 
with SWAPO backers paraded 
through Windhoek, their horns 
blaring. Occupants leaned out of 
windows giving clenched fist sa- 
lutes. 

At SWAPO headquarters, offi- 
cials embraced each other while 
outside several hundred people 
chanted “viva SWAPO." 

SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma, 
who spent nearly 30 years in exile 
before returning to his homeland 
this year, went to government 
headquarters in Windhoek to 
bold talks with T^niis Pienaar, 
South Africa's top official in 
Namibia. 

Nujoma is expected to head the 
government of Africa's newest 
nation following independence 
next year. 


Amnesty calls on OAS 
to protect human rights 


LONDON (AP) — Amnesty In- 
ternational appealed Tuesday to 
the Organisation of American 
States (OAS) to stop illegal ex- 
ecutions, disappearances and 
other human rights abuses in 
several Latin American coun- 
tries. 

The worldwide human rights 
organisation said there has been a 
“dramatic deterioration" in hu- 
man rights in parts of the region 
during the last 18 months. Wide- 
spread violence in Colombia, 
Pern, Guatemala and El Salvador 
was of particular concern, it said. 

It appealed to the OAS, whose 
foreign ministers are meeting in 
Washington, to help eradicate 
“abhorrent" violations by gov- 
ernment forces and paramilitary 
groups linked with them. 

In its catalog of allegations. 
Amnesty International reported 
that since 1988: 

— More than 2,500 civilians in 
Colombia have been deliberately 
and unlawfully killed for political 
reasons by the army and para- 
military forces working for them, 
and more than 300 people have 
disappeared. 


— Hundreds of Peruvians have 


Both in a Cape 
Town barber's shop in 19o0. 
Namibia’s black nationalist 
movement SWAPO led an un- 
equal armed straggle against 
South African rale before the 
ballot box brought it victory. 

Led by Nujoma, former rail- 
wayman, SWAPO abandoned 
non-violence in 1966 but was out- 
gunned in its 23-year war by 
South Africa's military machine . 

Hie movement was launched in 
1960, with Nujoma as president, 
by a group of Ovambo exiles who 
met in a Cape Town barber’s 
shop to discuss politics and labour 
relations in their homeland. 

It abandoned non-violence in 
1966 after South Africa defied the 
world court and refused to relin- 
quish hs World War I mandate from 
the League of Nations to rule 
Namibia, then known as South- 
West Africa. 

For the territory's prosperous 
white minority of 80,000, SWA- 
PO was the enemy — heartless 
guerrillas who bombed shops, 
abducted children and preached 
revolution. 

For its black opponents SWA- 
PO was a corrupt northern clique 
whose incompetence and infight- 
ing scuppered its military ambi- 
tions. 

They point to the SWAPO 
incursion at the start of the U.N. 
peace process in April that pro- 
voked the fiercest fi ghti ng of the 
war. More than 300 guerrillas 
were killed before superpower 
intervention rescued the peace 
plan. 


Salvadorean 
rebels 
vow to 
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disappeared, been tortured or kil- Hfl 

led by government forces. "o 1 11 1 


— In Guatemala, hundreds of 
victims reportedly disappeared or 
were illegally executed by mem- 
bers of the security forces operat- 
ing in uniform or clandestinely in 
the guise of death squads. 

— In El Salvador, now mired 
in the worst fighting of its 10 -year 
civil war, there was “persuasive 
evidence” that police and military 
personnel carried out abductions, 
disappearances and politically 
motivated killings attributed to 
death squads. 

Amnesty International said it 
has also received reports this year 
of illegal executions or disappear- 
ances in other countries in the 
region, including Brazil and 
Nicaragua. 

It said several countries in the 
Americas continued to use the 
death penalty, which it campaigns 
against as cruel and unusual 
punishment. 

It noted that so far this year 14 
prisoners bad been executed in 
the United States. 


Sectarian battles confuse 
Indian election predictions 


NEW DELHI (R) — Surging 
Hindu-Mushm strife has thrown 
predictions about the outcome of 
next week's Indian elections into 
complete confusion, analysts and 
diplomats said Tuesday. 

. '“The communal issue has be- 
come the foremost issue in the 
elections,” said leading Indian 
pollster Prannoy Roy. 

: “The whole thing is churning. 
Tremendous changes are going 
on rha* we don’t normally see at 
this stage," be said. Voting starts 
on Nov. 22. 

‘ “All our predictions are out of 
the window, I think," an ambas- 
sador said. “The only advice 1 can 
give is cot to believe anything 
anyone tells you and wait for the 
results." 

Most election analysts have 
been predicting that Prime Minis- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress Par- 
ty, which has ruled for all but two 
of India’s 42 years of independ- 
ence, will lose its huge parliamen- 
tary majority. 

But they expected Congress 
would still be the biggest single 
party in parliament and would 
form the next government in a 
country which proclaims itself the 
world's biggest democracy. 

-Religious tension came to a 
bead on Nov. 9 wben fun- 
damentalist Hindus laid the 
foundation stone of a new temple 
next to an old mosque in the 
electorafly vital northern state of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The fundamentalist aim is to 
demolish the 16th-century mos- 
que in the town of Ayodhya. it' 
ffie belief it was built bn the mic 
of a temple marking the bir>h- 
place of the Hindu deity Rama. 

‘The influential imam of Delhi, 
Syed Abdullah Bukhari, has told 
min ority Muslims to vote against 
the Congress Party, saying It 
allowed the ceremonies to go 


gress picking up,” said Roy. offensive is for the government to 
Hie religious strife, in which understand once and for all that 
hundreds have been killed, w are not weak but strong and 
erupted again Tuesday. that the only way to find a solu- 

Offi rials in northern Bihar don to the Salvadorean conflict is 
state said at least five people were through negotiation," Francisco 
killed in Bhagalpur, scene of Castro told a news conference, 
ferocious violence in late October . Salvadorean military leaders re- 


when more than 200 people were 
killed. 

The violence may also have 
damaged the opposition cam- 
paign. 

Behind the fundamentalists in 
Ayodhya was the Hindu chauvin- 
ist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
which has worked out a deal with 
other opposition parties to put up 
single candidates against Con- 
gress in most constituencies. 

The BJP*s gleeful attitude over 
what Hindu fundamentalists cal- 
led a magnificent victory in 
Ayodhya has upset Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh, the main opposi- 
tion leader who is busily courting 
the votes of India's 100 million 
Muslims. 

Yeshwant Sinha, spokesman 
for Singh's Janata Dal Party, said 
his leader rejected a BJP invita- 
tion for a joint campaign. 

“We cannot have a joint cam- 
paign because we do not agree on 
policies, especially on Muslims," 
S inha said. 

The antagonism could hurt the 
five-party opposition alliance 
with the Janata Dal at its core, 
which has a single candidate deal 
with the BJP in more than 400 
contests for the 545-member par- 
liament. 

The religion issue is most sensi- 
tive — and Gandhi is most 
vulnerable — in the Hindi-speak- 
ing heartland of north India 
which contains more than half the 
total seats. The BJP is also 
strongest there, Roy said. 

But Muslims in north India 


jected the rebel claims of strength 
and said the military had die 
situation under control. 



Namibians wait in fat to ■ree f their vote during the pre-BBdependenee elections. 

Bonn, Warsaw declare all 
European frontiers inviolable 

WARSAW (R) — West Ger- short of a formal legalisation of relations mapped out in tins joint 
many and Poland Tuesday de- Poland’s postwar frontiers sought declaration is of fundamental im- 
dared all European borders in- by Warsaw. portance for peace, security and 

violable and backed the tenito- Poland includes large former stability in Europe and for the 
rial integrity of all states in the German territories awarded to it positive development of the East- 
contineut. by the victorious World War II West relationship as a whole," 


violable and backed the tenito- Poland includes large former 
rial integrity of all states in the German territories awarded to it 
continent. by the victorious World War II 

A joint declaration signed by allies. Kohl has repeatedly said 
West German Chancellor Helmut West Germany has no claims to 
Kohl and Polish Prime Minister the areas but insists that the 
Tadeusz Mazowiecki said secure present frontiers can only receive 


Bush;,:. 

honours 

Walesa 

WASHINGTON (R) .— j presi- 
dent George Bush gave Polish 
Solidarity founder Lech Walesa 
America’s highest civilian honour 
! and called hint the spiritual god- 
father of the democracy move- 
I meats electrizing Eastern 
i Europe. 1 

Greeting the 46-year-old 
Gdansk shipyard worker on his 
fiat U.S. visit; Bush also raid the 
changes sweeping the Soviet 
BloCj Wbich last week saw the 
crumbling of basnets in East Ger- 
many,, show that freedom is an 
idea whose time bra come. . 

“Lenin and S talin , have been 
dfeprpved, riot by . presidents or 
princes, tot by the likes of an 
electrician from Gdansk' and his 
fellow workers in a brave muon 
called Solidarity,” he said before 
pinning-foe Medal of Freedom -bn 
Walesa.. 

The medal previously has been 
awarded to such world figures as 
Mother Teresa arid late Egyptian 
leader Anwar Sadat. 

Bush called Walesa, who in 
1980 sparked a movement in 
CoimmuHst Poland for the poli- 
tical and economic reforms that 
have since quoad through modi 
of the Soviet Bloc, the “spiritual 
godfather of & new. generation of. 



Wildercolfectfion 
sold f6r$32.6m 

NEW YORK(AP) — Eighty-five 
sculptures, partings and draw- 
ing? collected W director and 
screenwriter Bflfcf Wilder have 
hrougbt S32w6 mufion at auction, 
Christie’s said. The highest price 


frontiers were a fundamental pre- 
condition for peace in Europe. 

“The inviolability of borders as 
well as respect for the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty, of all 


final legal endorsement in a 
European peace treaty. 

The 15-page declaration, in- 
tended to launch a new era of 
postwar Polish- West German re- 


states in Europe in their existing lations, set out a broad program- 
borders are a fundamental pre- me of cooperation at state and 


condition for peace," the state- 
ment said. 

Kohl and Mazowiecki signed 


local levels. 

It said the two countries were 
determined to achieve a lasting 


the declaration on the last day of peace and establish their future 
the chancellor's visit to Poland, relations as “an example of good 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Sal- 
vadorean leftist rebels were en- 
trenched in several densely popu- 
lated neighbourhoods in the 
capital late Monday and said they 
were ready to make a stand 
against the army. 

Heavy fighting between the 
Farabondo' Marti National Li- 
beration Front (FMLN) rebels 
and government troops continued 
through Monday, killing over 300 
people across the country, 
according to military sources. 

“At foe moment we’re strong ! 
and they are not going to make us 
retreat from San Salvador," the 
leader of a group of rebels hold- 
ing a sector of foe working class 
suburb of Mejicanos told repor- 
ters. 

Diplomats predicted more 
fighting and bloodshed following 
the second full day of the rebel 
offensive that brought some of 
the heaviest fighting in El Salva- 
dor in 10 years of dvil war. 

In Havana, the FMLN Cuban 
representative said Monday that 
foe guerrillas launched foe offen- 
sive to force the right-wing gov- 
ernment to negotiate as foe only 
solution to end foe war. 

“What we want from this 
offensive is for the government to 
understand once and for all that 
we are not weak but strong and 
that foe only way to find a solu- 
tion to the Salvadorean conflict is 
through negotiation," Francisco 


designed to sweep away 50 years 
of mutual suspicion since the 


neighbourliness." 

“The Federal Republic of Ger- 


German invasion of Poland ifaat many and the Polish People's 


launched World War n . 
However, foe statement fell 


Republic are deeply convinced 
that the development of their 


Blast kills 1 in Philippine office 


declaration is of fundamental im- jfcaj ^ cc^ionric reforms that 
portance for peace, security and have since spread through, modi 
stability in Europe and for foe of the Soviet Bloc, the “spiritual 
positive development of foe East- godfather of a new generation of. 
West relatKatsmp as a whole," democracy” - 

the declaration sakL : Walesa, whose eyetf appeared 

Kohl bowed his head indent to be tetonring wi&ShS 
tribute Tue sday at the former th c presentation, - sakf Ins visit 
death camp at Auschwitz where fulfilled a lifelong dream because 
the Nazis lolled four mfflkm peo- to admired the United States as a 
pie during World War IT. land of freedom. 

Kohl laid a wreath at the Au- -yon took that freedom your- 
schwitz Death Wall where 30,000 seif. Nobody gave it to you,” be 
victims were shot. It was the last 

day of an official visit to Poland. Shoritiy before Walesa arrived 
Kohl tried to reassure Poles in Washington from rannAi on 
Monday foat a ’reunification of his 11-day trip to North and 
East and West Germany would South America, foe gave 

not threaten their country. -j^ljmin&iy approval to a plazr 
Kohl said in a speech Monday calling: for' S738 million in aid to 
that any’ rappochement between 'Poland and Hungary over three ' 
the two Gennan}^ emerging from years.'' ‘V % 
the upheaval' in East Germany .'5 ■ : _ 

would not divert Bonn from help- }. f 
ing Poland's economic" reforioafc 

and recovery. ’• . . ;"*■ J - • • 

* ■. Sm^hkan . 


MANILA (R) — One person was window panes and lamps, occur- 
feared killed when a powerful re d five days before the commis- 
explosion rocked the offices of sion was due to supervise a ple- 
the Philippine Commission on biscile in the southern Philippines 
Electron in Manil a Tuesday even- on a government offer of auton- 
ing, witnesses said. otny for 13 Muslim-inhabited pro- 

Tbe blast, which shattered vinces in Mindanao. 


extremist 
leader killed 


Muslim separatist rebels de- 

tnandmg a separate state in tte - : *' ■ wVJ 

region oppose tfe^pid^sdte and' COLOMBO, Sri lanka. (AP) ? — 
had Thr e aten ed violence if the' Government troopsceptured and 


government^ tough Witt, 


its autonomy plan. 


Prince Franz Josef of Liechtenstein dies 


VADUZ (R) — Europe’s 
longest-reigning monarch. Prince 
Franz Josef of Liechtenstein, has 
died at the age of 83, foe govern- 
ment said Tuesday. 

He died late Monday night in a 
Swiss hospital just across the bor- 
der. His wife Gina ched on Oct. 
18 aged 67. 

A government spokeswoman 
said funeral details bad not been 
arranged yet. 

IBs wife was buried in a simple 


ceremony in Vaduz, the capital, ceeds as monarch, is a trained 
on Oct. 24 in foe presence of -economist He has campaigned 
royalty and politicians from for Liechtenstein to join the Un- 


royalty and politicians from 
across Europe. They had married 
in 1943 and had five children. 

Franz Josef had led the tiny 
Roman Catholic principality of 
28,000 people since 1938. He 
handed over executive power to 
his eldest son Crown Prince Hans 
Adam five years ago but re- 
mained titular bead of state. 

Hans Adam, 44, who now suc- 


Sinhakse extremist group that 
has been trying to overthrow the 
government, a cabinet minis ter 
said Tuesday. 

Upatissa - Gamanayake, the 
second-m-comand-of thePeopIe’s 
Liberation Front, was foot to. 
death Monday night when he 


ited Nations, although neigh- tried_ to escape from custody, 
bourinz Switzerland has rejected Foreign Minister Ranjan Wi- 


joining foe world body. 

Franz Josef was the first prince 
to reside in the principality since 
it came under foe domain of the 
House of Liechtenstein almost 
300 years ago. 

Until 1938 to lived, like his 
predecessors, in Vienna. 


Managua reports more combat deaths 


JUIGALPA, Nicaragua (Age- 
ncies) — Eight rebels have been 
killed in two recent dashes with 
Sandinista troops in southeastern 
Nicaragua, a military spokesman 
said. 

The deaths resulted from con- 
froffiations in Acoyapa, 45 mites so- 
uth east of Managua, and in Rama, 


200 miles south east of the capit- 
al, on Friday and Saturday, he 
said. 


rebels. 


s^d. The Sandinista government 

estimated that 4,000 contras have 
The government has launched slipped over the border in recent 
a major offensive against contra weeks. There are about 12,000 
rebels since Nov. 1, when Presi- contra rebels living in in 


dent Daniel Ortega suspended a Honduras along with their depea- 
19-month-old ceasefire with the dents. 


jeratne said. . - - 

Gamanayake’s reported kfiSng 
came less than 24 horns after foe 
government announced foat its 
forces had jriQed the front’s sup- 
reme leader, Rohana Wijeweera, 
said bis tbird-in-command. 

Gteunanayake, 36, was regarded 
as their apparent to Wijeweera, 
the front’s founder. 

Wijeratne said Gamanayake 
was captured on inform a ti o n pro- 
vided by Wijeweera and was 
l eadin g interrogators to a~ front; 
hideout when be tried tnjimrp 
out of the vehicle. SokEers sKot 
and killed him, Wijeratne said. ' 

More .than 6,000 people have 
been dam since Augiut';1987, 
when the People’s ■ Liberation 
Front started attacking and assas- 
ana ting government officials. 


Pollution — the new smell of freedom in W. Berlin 


ahead in a bid to win votes among have enough votes in many con- 
foe 650 million Hindu majority, stitueuries to swing victory to foe 
“Tbe Muslim vote is going to opposition if Gandhi does not 
foe opposition, but foe question ram more Hindu votes than he 
is bow many Hindu votes is Con- loses over Ayodhya. 


BERLIN (AP) — For West Ber- 
lin cabbie Augustin Vogel, foe 
opening of the Beilin Wall was a 
joy to his heart and an insult to 
bis nose. 

“Ach, foe stinking fumes from 
those terrible one-lung wrecks. 
Who would have thought pollu- 
tion was foe smell of freedom?" 

With that, Vogel left the wheel 
of his Mercedes-Benz taxi and 
helped a laughing, cheering 
crowd of West Berliners push 
another backfiring East German 
Trabant through tbe newly 
opened bole in foe Berlin Wall at 
Potsdamer- plate. 

Children peered out of the tiny 
two-cylinder car at French sol- 
diers chipping pieces out of the 
wall. 

The weekend spree that saw 3 
million East Germans come West 
had slowed from a torrent to a 
steady gush, but every daylight 
hour was still rush hour on tbe 
streets of West Berlin. 

There was a line to get into a 
pedestrian variety store on 
Tauentzien Strasse, while sales- 
girls in East Berlin stared out the 
windows of their empty boutiques 
at Leipziger Strasse,' East Ber- 
lin's street of high fashion. 

Along West Berlin’s opulent 
Kurfuerestendamm, Westerners 
blamed Monday's fog on the ex- 
haust from countless Trabants 
and Wartburgs. whose engines 
burn a mixture of 02 and gasoline 
and sound not unlike a chainsaw. 


“Still it's a miracle to see all 
those DDR plates.’’ enthused re- 
frigeration repairman Otto Esser, 
who had stayed away from work 
to spend his third consecutive day 
watching the flow of traffic 
through the wall. 

' “This has been the happiest 
time of my fife. I was two years 
old when the wall went up. Fm 
taking pictures for my infant son 
who hopefully won’t even have 
foe wall as a memory." 

“Oranges, b anana* and coffee, 
that's what foe Easties mainly 
buy wifo foe 100 marks handed 
oot free to than by the banks." 
reported Helga R asm unsen, a 
beautician who also called in 
sick to spend another day watch- 
ing the ceaseless flow of people 
along a dusty thoroughfare that 
only a week ago had been a death 
strip. 

“Even on a crowded downtown 
street you can tell an East from a 
West Berliner by the happiness in 
their eyes. No wonder. Have you 
ever tried to get real coffee over 
there?" 

Meanwhile, the East German 
Voikskammer, or parliament, 
was electing a new prime minister 
in tbe old town toll up by the 
Brandenburg Gate. But at a Bier- 
stube just a few Mocks away 
blue-collar beer drinkers switch- 
ed off this lead story on tbe 
nightly government television 
news to see if the Western chan , 
eels were reporting any new boles 


in the Scfaandmaner, the “wall of 
shame." 

On the other side of the loom- 
ing gate, a procession of Western 
television reporters waited their 
tuns to be filmed with Berlin's 
most recognisable landmark in 
the background. 

They also had to wait in line to 
interview tbe curators of West 
Berlin's museum at Checkpoint 
Ch a r lie, which bouses a brave 
and bizarre collection of motor 
bikes, battered buses, homemade 
submarines and hot-air balloons 
that bad confounded East Ber- r 
tin's wall guards, patrol dogs and 
mine fields. 

“Tbe Easties will be back in 
wen larger numbers this 
weekend," predicted Axel Gru- 
ber, who sells postcards at Pots- 
damer Plate, a barren wasteland 
that once was the cros s roads of 
Berlin's cultural life. 

“This time it won't be for just 
shopping- They'll want to see our 
famous zoo and the Rembrandts 
and the bead of Queen Nefertiti 
in the Dahlem Museum. They 
know free Berlin has more to 
offer than blue jeans..." 

Among foe hordes of East Ger- 
mans who have streamed into 
West Berlin for shopping and 
celebration, thousands haw also 
made a sobering stop at foe 
museum at Checkpoint Charlie. 

There, they can see evidence of 
how severely their governmen t 
dealt with people who attempted 


to flee. They also can see evi- commemoration . of the day in 
deuce of the ingenuity born of 1961 that East Germany began 

— - _____ ■hmiL'Kvtfk — fc ll 


desperation of those who success- 
fully crossed over, under or 
through foe Berlin Wall. 


budding the walL 


entails no more 


the wall now 
tan showing 


Tbe museum, which has been documents, to a guard, the 
open around foe clock since East mus e u m's function continues, 
Germany opened its borders, has Sdnsnm sakL 
been, a “surprise and a shock" to “The museum must stay and , 
many East Germans, said. Assay- we should open in Fagf Ge r man y 
tant Director Horst Scbumm. * 00 . It is necessary for, all Ger- 
“Some knew from West Ger- mans to understand this h i stor y 


of impressionist and modern 
works was $4.84 nriSkm for a 
1921 pastel by Fabk>\ Picasso, 
“classic head of a woman,'” which 
was not a record. Among foe H 
artists whose works, sold Monday 
for record prices were Balthos, 
whose oil painting “la Toilette" 
brought J2L09 rmllion; Erast Lud- 
wig Kfruhner, whose ail painting 
Two Nudes on a Sofa went for 
SL54 million and Marino Marini, 
whose bronze sculpture. little 
Rider, sold for $671,000, the auc- 
tion house said. The Austrian- 
born wadec, 83, who directed 
. films including Lost Weekend, 
Sunset Boulevard, Double Inde- 
mnity and Some Like it Hot, 
watched the auction. 

Gorilla attacker 
Judged insane 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— A man who leaped into a 
Melbourne zoo gorilla pen and 
attacked the apes was committed 
to a mental institution Tuesday, 
while police checked reports that 
his father had been slain. Zoo 
staff said the 27-year-old man 
jumped into the gorilla endosnre 
Monday and chased -Betsy, an 
adult female, while making 
monkey sounds and beating Ins 
chest with his fists. The man 
punched and kicked the terrified 
primate and drove a 5-year-old 
baby.nale, Mzuri, into a corner. 
He was finally trapped in a pen 
until police arrived, zoo spokes- 
woman Judith Henley said. 
Police withheld the man’s name 
. and refused comment on news 
reports quoting them as saying 
that the man’s father was found 
slain last week in the garden of 
his home. The assailant, from the 
southern state of Tasmania, ar- 
rived in Melbourne Monday and 
went straight to the zoo, shouting 
“I’ve come to kill a gorilla" police 
sakL He told police that “voices" 
instructed him to attack the anim- 
als. Apotice spokeswoman said 
that after being examin ed by 
police doctors, the man was com- 
mitted under the mental health 
act. She would not say where to 
• was being told or give tor name. 

Thieves break 
into prison 

TEL AVIV (R)— -Thieves broke 
into an Israeli jafl. and stole two 
colour televisions as most imnates 
slept at the weekend, a prison 
spokeswoman has said. The 
tmeve&cut through a barbed-wire 
fence round Ma’asiyabu open 
prison in foe central town of 
. Ramie. Prison officials suspect 
. inmates passed tbe televisions 
through the hole to the criminals 
waiting outride. No one has been 
arrested. 

Rusting car 
found m crater 
of Vesuvius 

NAPLES (R) — - Ad Italian sden- 
tist who explored the crater of 
Mount Vesuvius was bonified to 
find discarded soft-drink cans, 
old tyres and even the rusting 
hulk of a Fiat 500 .car. lines 
Albergamo, who descended 350 
metres into the mouth of the 
Dormant -Volcano, told the 
Rome -newspaper n Tempo: 
“Feogrfe throw thing* just to near 
the aOise..Hiey risk transforming 
the volcano into an enormous 
rubbish heap, because it would be 
crazy to try and pull all that mess 
out. Vesuvius has been quiet 
since an eruption in AJJ. 79 
which buried the Roman town of 
Pompeii. 


man television that escapees had 


to^ team from it fear the Global 


been shot. But in the GDR (East future," to sakL 
Germany) they’d been told that Ursula Meyer of East Ger- 
tto reports were lies from the. many, one of foe' 4,000 daily 
West," be said. viators, to have come to the 


visitors, to haw come to the f j (major world cities) 


He stood beride a little bobble- museum same Thursday, stared 
shaped Isetta dutcnonqbfle into at the red van and sSid she 
which a sort of plywood coffin won dered if .foe people who were 
bad been buSt, just big mioagh to smuggled across couid now return 
hold a person. The tiny car fer- to East Germany. - 
tied escapees through the wall six - “It is good to. see. this because 
times. we. believe it cannot ever ha mq 

There’s a collapsible metal lad-/ again,” she.sakL 
der. a replica of one designed by ' Scbumm, 38, is not sure, 
three young East German arti- A -West Berliner, he went to 
sans, who used it to scab the East BerSn as a student, made 
4.2-metre wall on foe raght of friends and in 1972 helped one. ' 
April 26, 1988. escape — driving him across fa* 

And there is a bullet-scarred border with a false passport j 
van, reinforced with armour plat- Over foe next two years, he got 
mg and concrete poured into foe 15 more peopfe out before bemg : 
doors, in which five people gat arrested-, Hc spent neady seven-^ 
away on the night of Nov. 14, jjauvm E^.Gennany^ Bautzen: ^ 
1961. 


m iux 
^ t *e- * 


away on the night of Nov. 34, yeara m fcast.Gennany’s Bautzen/^ 
1961. Prison before foe West Gennia ! 

The museum was founded in a soveipmenr; negotiated his . re- .: 
former cafe across foe street from ferae.--.' • 
the famed checkpoint in October : u It is Eke a dream uow^ hc r" 
1961 by a group called foe “Com- said. “We must waft-r bifto ber t 
mittec of Aug. 13, M named ha sure it is a reality." . : .'V 
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